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KOLDER, CHAMPAGNE, SLAVEN & COMPANY, LLC CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

The I Ionorable Louis J. Perret Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court Lafayette, Louisiana 

P.O. Bo~ 82329 Lafayette, LA 70598 Phone (3:57) 232-4141 Fax (337) 232-8660 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

We have audited tile accompanying general of Court (Clerk), a component unit of the Lafayette 

~B SITE KCSRCPAS COM MEMBER OF: AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFtED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

purpose financial statements of the Lafayette Parish Clerk Parish Government, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2002, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing St~uLdajLds, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are flee of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts aud disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement preseutation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 2002, and the results of its operation and cash flows of its proprietary fund type for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The accompanying financial information listed as "Supplemental lnfomlation" on pages 18-38 in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court, Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. IS3 South S~*dte Bond Lafmye~l~, LA 7050S Phone n37) 232-4141 F.x (3~7) 232-S660 113 East Bridge Street 133 E~t Waddil 1234 David )rive. Sult~ 105 40h W. Cotton Street BreauxBtidge, LA 70517 Muk~ville. LA 71351 MorganCity, tA70380 VillePlatt~, LA ?0586 Phone (337) 332-4020 Phone (318) 253-9252 Pho r,~ (985) 3S4.2020 Phone (337) 363-2792 F~ (337) 332-2867 F~ (3 I$) 253-g6gl F~ (9S 5) 384.3020 Fa~ (337) 363-3049 332 W. Sixth Avenue Obea~n, L̂ 70655 Phone (33 ?) 639-4737 Fax (337) 639-4568 20O Soulh Main $tr~~1 Abbevifle, LA 7051 I Phone (337) $93-7944 F~x (3373893-7946 



 

The financial information for the preceding year, which is included for comparative purposcs, was taken from the financial report for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial statements of the Lafayetle Parish Clerk of Court. 

Lafayette, Louisiana September 20, 2002 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Company, LLC Certified Public Accountants 



 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW) 



ASSETS AND OTI IER DEBITS Cash Interest-bearing deposits Receivables: Accounts Aggregate and Stop-loss insurance Accrued interest Due from other governmental units Prepaid expenditures Inventory Equipment Amount to be provided for retirement of long-term obligations Total assets and other debits LIABILITIES, FUND EQUITY AND OT[1ER CREDITS Liabilities: Accounts payable Payroll deductions payable Claims payable Due to litigants and others Due to other governmental entities Compensated absences Total liabilities Fund equity: Investment in general fixed assets Retained earnings - unreserved Fund balance. Reserved for prepaid expenditures and inventory Unreserved: Undesignated Total fund balance 

LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Groups June 30, 2002 Proprietary Governmental .Fund Type Fiduciary Fund Type Internal Fund Type General Service Agency 
$ 1,850 $ 3.047.106 135.656 195,706 56,010 22,770 30,437 9.007 

39,058 

Account Groui~ General General Long-q'erm Fixed Assets Debt 
$ 9,145 $ $ 8,537,337 

1.717.635 
$ 3,362,886 $274,714 $8,546,482 $1,717,635 
$ 38,082 22,218 
5,317 236,764 302,381 76,989 8,546,482 

3.021.061 3,060,505 

197,725 

Total fund equity 3,060,505 197,725 Total liabilities, fund equity and other credits $ 3,362,886 $274,714 $8,546,482 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

1,717,635 

1.717.635 

381,982 $381,982 

381,982 381.982 

Totals (Memorandum Only) 2002 200 
10,995 $ 26,796 720.099 7,993.012 195,706 139,058 56,010 22,770 30,437 9.007 
219,805 83,009 42,006 35,772 15,675 9.409 1.717,635 2305~503 381.982 377.479 $14,283,699 $11,108,466 

$ 38,082 $ 63,532 22,218 7,661 76,989 129,038 8,546,482 5,283,410 5,317 5,835 618,746 591,089 9,307,833 
717,635 197,725 
39.444 

6,080,565 
2,305,503 312,719 

3,021,061 2,384,595 3.060,505 4,975,866 2,409,679 5.027.90 
$1,717,635 $381,982 $14,283,699 $11,108,466 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Slalemenl of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual Governmental Fund Type - General Fund Year Ended June 30, 2002 With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 2001 

Revenues: Licenses and permits Fees, charges and commissions - Court costs, fees and charges Fees for recording legal documents Fees for certified copies lntergovernmenlal Miscellaneous Total revenues 
Expenditures: Current - Personnel services and related benefits Operating services Material and supplies Approprialions to Lafayette Parish Government Capital outlay Total expenditures 
Excess of revenues over expenditures Fund balance, beginning of year 

Fund balance, end of year 

2002 
Budget Aclua 

Variance Favorable 2001 (Unfavorable) Actua 
$ 47,100 $ 49,585 $ 2,485 $ 50,485 152,450 4,277,300 495,000 378,000 291,373 5,641,223 
3,819,730 524,850 366,100 
230,600 59,000 5,000,280 

162,230 4,254,505 491,097 319,939 280,745 5,558,101 
3,798,418 505,527 320,563 
233,111 49,656 4,907,275 

9.780 22,79 (3,90 58,06 10,62 (83,122) 
21,312 19,323 45.537 
(2,511) 9,344 

159,828 3,705,243 394.298 286,186 383,908 4,974,918 
3,642,876 405,655 310,219 
171,363 192.592 93,005 4,722,705 

640,943 650,826 9,883 252,213 2,409,679 2,409,679 $3,050,622 $3,060,505 $ 9,883 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 5 

2.157.466 $2,409,679 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana 
Comparative Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Retained Earnings Proprietary Fund Type Internal Service Fund - Group Self-Insurance Fund Years Ended June 30, 2002 and 2001 

Operating revenue: Employer contributions Employee contributions Total operating revenue 
Operating expenses: Administrative fees Insurance premiums Medical claims Total operating expenses 
Operating (loss) 
Nonoperating income Interest income 
Net(loss) Retained earnings, beginning 
Retained earnings, ending 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 6 

2002 200 
$462,851 95,242 558.093 
28,767 182,793 468,770 680,330 

$468,528 85,300 553,828 
30.073 149,671 663,175 842,919 

(122,237) (289,091) 
7,243 21,474 
(114,994) (267,617) 
312,719 580,336 
$197,725 $312.719 



LAFAYETH" PAR1SH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana 
Comparative Statement of Cash Flows Proprietary Fund Type ntemal Service Fund - Gronp Self-Insurance Fund Years Ended June 30, 2002 and 2001 

Cash flows from operating activities Operating (loss) income Adjustments to reconcile operating (loss) income to net cash provided (used) by operating activities - Changes in assets and liabilities: Decrease (increase) in accounts receivable Increase in aggregate and stop-loss receivable Increase (decrease) in claims payable Net cash provided (used) by operating activities 
Cash (used) provided by operating activities Cash flows from investing activities: Interest on interest-bearing deposits 
(Decrease) increase in cash and cash equivalents Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 

Cash and cash equivalents,'end of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 7 

2002 200 
$(122,237 $(289,091) 

(56,049) (52,049) 200,000 (52,055) 64,365 (108,098 212,310 
(230,335 (76,781) 
7,243 21,474 
(223,092 358,748 (55,307) 414,055 
$ 135,656 $ 358,748 



LAFAYETTE PARIS[] CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statcmenls 
Stmmlarv of Si~znificant Accountin~ Policies As provided by ArlicIe V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, a Clerk of Court serves as the ex-officio nolary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and olber acts, and shall have other duties and powers provided by law. A Clerk of Court is elccted for a term of four 
The accounting and reporting policies of the l,afayctte Parish Clerk of Court conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governmenls. Such accounting and reporling procedures also conform to the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:513 and Io tile industry audit guide, Audi_ts of State and Local Governn!en_tal _Units Tile following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies A. Financial Re~orting E~ These general purpose financial statements only include funds, account groups, activities, ct cetera, that are controlled by tile Clerk of Court as an independently elected parish official. Based on the criteria established by the Government Accounting Standard!; Board (GASB) Statement No. 14, the Clerk of Court is a component unit of the Lafayette Parish Government. The Clerk of Court is fiscally dependent on the Lafayette Parish Government since tile Clerk's offices are located in the Parish Court House, the upkeep and maintenance of the courthouse is paid by the Parish Government and certain operaling expenditures of the Clerk's office are paid by tile Parish Government. As an independently elected official, the Clerk of Court is solely responsible for the operations of his office, which includes the biriug or retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. Certain units of local government over which the Clerk of Court exercises no oversight responsibility, such as the parish school board, other independently elected officials, and municipalities within the parish, are excluded from tile accompanying financial statements. These units of government are considered separate reporting entities and issue financial statements separate from that of the Parish Clerk of Court. B. Fund Accounting The accounts of tile Clerk of Court are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. Revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The funds presented in the financial statements are described as follows: 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
Governmental Fund - Geueral Fund The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is tile principal fund of the Clerk of Court and is used to account for the operations of the Clerk of Court's office. Tile various fees and charges due to the Clerk's office arc accounted for ill this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fired. Fiduciary Ftmds - Agency Funds The Advance Deposit, Registry of Court and Election Qualifying Agency Funds are used to account for assets held as an agent for individuals, etc. Ageucy funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 
Proprietary Funds - lnterual Service Fund Proprietary funds are used to account for activities similar to those found in the private sector, where the determination of net income is necessary or useful to sound financial administration. The Group Self-Insurance Fund is an internal service fund used to account for monies accumulated to provide group health coverage for employees of the Lal~ay~tte ~'arish Clerk of Court. C. Basis of Accounting. Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting refers to the liming of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The Clerk of Court's records are maintained on a cash basis of accounting. However, the funds as reported in the accompanying financial statements have been converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual when they become both measurable and available. "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. Those revenues susceptible t.o accrual are recordings, cancellations, mortgage certificates, certified copies, court attendance, interest earned on interest-bearing deposits, and criminal costs. 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received The Clerk of Court applies all applicable Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) pronouncements issued on or before November 30, 1989 in accounting and reporting its proprietary fund operations unless those pronouncen/ents conflict with or contradict GoveNmlental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) pronouncements. D. _Bud.gc-taD'_and Bu~d etau' Accouuti!~ The Clerk of Court follows these procedures in establishing tile budgetary data reflected ill tile financial statements: 

5 6 

A proposed budget is prepared and submitted to tile Clerk of Court for tile fiscal year no later than fifteen days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year. A summary of the proposed budget is published and the public is notified tbat the proposed budget is available for public inspection. At tile same time, a public hearing is called. A public hearing is held nu the proposed budget at least ten days after publication of the call for a bearing. After the holding of the public hearing and completion of all action necessary to finalize and implement tile budget, the budget is legally adopted prior to the commencement of the fiscal year for which the budget is being adopted. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year The budget is adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts included in the accompanying financial statements are as originally adopted or as finally amended by the Clerk of Court. Such amendments were not material in relation to the original appropriations. E. Fixed Assets and Long-Term Liabilities Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the General Fund. General fixed assets provided by the parish council are not recorded within tile general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated historical cost if historical cost is not available. Estimated amounts are immaterial in relation to total fixed assets. 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
Long-tenn liabilities directly associated with and expected to bc paid from tile Genera[ Fund with current available resources are accotmted for in the General Fund. All other long-term liabilities are accounted for in the general Iong-ternl debt account group. The account group is not a "fund". It is concerned only with the measurement of financial position, not with measuren/ent of results of operations. F. ll)t crest- Bearing_D__eposit s Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, which approxiinates market G. Statement of Cash Flows For the purpose of the statement of cash flows, the Internal Service Fund considers all highly liquid interest-bearing deposits with a maturity of three mouths or less when purchased to be cash equivalents. Bad Debts Uncollectible amounts due for receivables are recognized as bad debts by direct write-off at the time information becomes available which would indicate the uncollectibility of the particular receivable. Although the specific charge-off method is not in conforufity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), no allowance for uncollectible accounts receivable was made due to immateriality at June 30, 2002. 
Vacation aud Personal Leave Employees of the Clerk of Court's office earn 10 to 20 days of vacation leave each year depending on length of service. In addition, employees earn 12 days of personal leave each year. Vacation leave must be used in the year earned. Upon resignation or retirement, employees may, at the discretion of the Clerk, be paid for unused vacation leave at the employee's current rate of pay. Personal leave may be accumulated to a maximum of 90 days and carried over to succeeding years. Employees are paid for unused personal leave upon termination or retirement. At June 30, 2002, the Clerk of Court has accrued vested leave benefits as required to be reported in accordance with GASB statement No. 16, "Accounting for Compensated Absences". 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COUR'I Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
hwel~ory Inventory in the Clerk's General Fund consists of copies of historical books produced and published by the Clerk for sale to the general public. The books arc recorded at cost, which is lower than market at Jnne 30, 2002. K. Fund Equjty Reserves represent those portions of fired equity expenditures or legally segregated for specific future use. Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for fiuture use of financia resources. 

L. Encumbrances 

M. Post-Retirement Health Care and Life Insurance Benefits 

N Memorandum Only - Total Columns 



(2) 
LAFAYE'Iq'E PARISII CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statelnents (Continued) 

Cash andhllerest-Bear~g Deposits Under state law, tile Clerk may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under tile laws of tile State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the laws of the United States. The Clerk may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificatcs and lime deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30, 2002, the Clerk of Court has cash and cash equivalents (book balanccs) totaling $11,715,544 as follows: Cash Motley market accounts Time deposits 
$ 10,995 7,824,473 3,895,626 
$11,731,094 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all limes equal the amotmt on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bauk that is mutually acceptable to both parties. The following is a summary of deposit balances (bank balances) at June 30, 2002, and the related federal insurance and pledged sectlrities: 
Bank balances 
Federal insurance Pledged securities (Category 3) 
Total federal insurance and pledged securities 

$12,375,174 
$ 3,876,171 8,499,003 
$12,375,174 Pledged securities in Category 3 include uninsured or unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the broker or dealer, or by its trust department or agent, but not in the Clerk of Court's name. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory reqoirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Clerk of Court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upoll demand. 



(3) General Fixed Assets 
LAFAYETTE PARIStl CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Balance, July 1, 2001 Additions Deletions Balance. June 30. 2002 

Furniture Fixtures and Equipment $ 2,305,503 54,830 ~64 ~6_9_8) $ 1,717.635 Effective July 1, 2001, the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court increased the capitalization policy from $250 to $500. Because of this change all fixed assets below $500 were removed from the fixed asset listing maintained by the Clerk's office. In 1989, tile Clerk of Coun completed a project to renovate tile first, second and third floors of the Courthouse. The total cost of the facility renovation was approximately $1,000,000. All moveable items included in tile renovation and belonging to or controlled by the Clerk of Court are inventoried and included in the general fixed asset group of the Clerk of Court. hnntovable items, such as building renovations, belong to the Lafayette Parish Government and are therefore not included in the general fixed asset accoun| group. 
(4) Pension Plan Plan Description. - The Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court contributes to the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (Retirement System), a cost-sharing multiple employer defined benefit pension plata administered by the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, a public corporation created in accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 11:1501 - 1540 to provide retirement, disability and survivor benefits to members throughout the State of Louisiana. The Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That report may be obtained by writing to the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Ave., Suite B-I, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816. Funding_Policy. - Plan members are required to contribute 8.25% of their annual covered salary and the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 10.0% of annual covered payroll. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court are established and may be amended by the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund. The Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the Retirement System for the years ended June 30, 2002, 2001, and 200 were $285,216, $271,845, and $262,282 respectively. 

14 



(5) 

(6) 

LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
_Ch~g~ in Agency__Fund B_al_an_ces A summary of changes in agency fired unsettled deposits follows 

Agency funds: Advance Deposit Registry of Court Election Qualifying Totals 

Year Ended June 30, 2002 Unsettled Deposits at Beginning of Year Additions Reductions 
$ 3,145,887 $ 4,385,408 $ 4,132,284 $ 3,399,011 2,137,222 4,183,614 1,173,676 5,147,160 301 310 300 311 $ 5,283,410 $ 8,569,332 $ 5,306,260 $ 8,546,482 

Risk Manaaement - Grouo Self-Insurance l]osoitalization Oil July 1, 1992, tile Clerk established a limited risk management program for group hospitalization insurance. The General Fund pays premiums into the Group Self-Insurance Fund and funds are available to pay claims, claim reserves and administrative costs of the program. The Clerk has contracted Benesys, Inc. to act as the third party administrator for the program. An excess of coverage insurance policy covers individual claims in excess of $30,000 per year and $1,000,000 per lifetime. During the fiscal year ended June 30, 2002, the General Fund and employees of the Clerk paid a total of $558,093 in premiums, lnterfund premiums are set to cover the maximum exposure to the program in a fiscal year and are reported as quasi-external in interfund transactions. Liabilities are reported when it is probable that a loss has occurred and the amount of the loss can be reasonably estimated. Liabilities include an amount tor claims that have been incurred but not reported. Claim liabilities are calculated considering the effects of inflation, recent claim settlement trends including frequency and amount of payouts and other economic and social factors. The Clerk currently does not discount its claims liabilities. Changes in the claims liability are as follows: 

1997-1998 1998-1999 1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002 

Beginning of Fiscal Year Liability $ 69,079 70,961 65,026 64,673 129,038 

Claims and Changes in Estimates $ 426,838 356,008 455,839 727,540 416,747 

Benefit Payments and Claims 
Balance at Fiscal Year End $ 70,961 65,026 64,673 129,038 76,989 



(7) 

(8) 

LAFAYETI'E PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
Chan~,es in General Long-Term Obligations During the year ended June 30, 2002, the following changes occurred in liabilities reported in the long-term debt account group: Accrued compensated absences payable, June 30, 200 
Current year activity: Increase in accrued compensated absences 
Accrued compensated absences payable, June 30, 2002 
Deferred Compensation Plan 

$377.479 
4.503 
$381.982 

The Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court offers its employees participation in the l,ouisiana Public Employee~ Deferred C~mpensation Ptan adopted by the Louisiana Deferred C~mpensatioa Commission and established in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan is reported as an agency fired in the State of Loulsiana's financial statements. The plan, available to all Clerk of Court's employees, permits the employees to defer a portion of their salary until Nture years. The deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, retirement, death, or proof of hardship. All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all property and rights purchased with those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property, or rights are (until paid or made available to the employee or other beneficiary) solely the property and rights of the State of Louisiana (without being restricted to the provisions of benefits under the plan) subject only to the claims of the general creditors of the State of Louisiana. Participants' rights under the plan are equal to those of general creditors of the State of Louisiana in an anaount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each participant. It is the opinion of management, after consulting with legal counsel, that the Clerk of Court has no liability for losses under the plan. 
(9) Risk Mana2,ement The Clerk of Court is exposed to risks of loss in the areas of auto liability, professional liability and workers' compensation. All of these risks are handled by purchasing commercial insurance coverage. There have been no significant reductions in the insurance coverage during the year. 



LAFAYETI'E PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
(10) ~j)enditures of the Clerk of Court Paid bythe Lafayette Parish Government The Clerk's office is located in the Lafayette Parish Courthouse. The Lafayette Parish Govert~men~ pays ~he opkeep at~d mab~tenance of the courlhouse. These expez2dit~rcs are not reflected in the accompanying financial statements. Income relating to court reporting attendance, maintenance agreements and capital outlay required to be paid by the Lafayette Parish Government are reported as revenues. During the years ended June 30, 2002 and 2001, the required payments by the Lafayette Parish Government ~ere not received by the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court but are reflected as appropriation expenditures. 
(l ] ) Litigati_o_~3 There is no litigation pending against the Clerk at June 30, 2002 
(12) New Re~'Lofi~ Standard In June 1999, the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) issued Statement 34 "Basic Financial Statements and Management's Discussion and Analysis for State and IBcal Governments." This Statement establishes new financial reporting requirements for state and local governments throughout the United States. When implemented, it will require new information and restructure much of the information that governments have presented in the past. Comparability with reports issued in all prior years will be affected. The Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court is required to implement this Standard for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2004. The Clerk has not yet determined the full impact that adoption of GASB Statement 34 will have on the financial statements. 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 



SCHEDULES OF INDIVIDUAL FUNDS 

9 



GENERALFUND 
To account for resources traditionally associated with govcrnulenls which are not required to bc accounted for in anolher fund. 

20 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana General Fund 
Comparative Balance Sheet June 30. 2002 and 2001 
ASSETS 

Cash Interest-bearing deposits Receivables: Accounts Accrued interest Due from other governmental units Prepaid expenditures Inventory Total Assets 
L1ABIt,ITIES AND FUND BALANCE Liabilities: Accounts payable Payroll deductions payable Due to other governmental entities Compensated absences Total liabilities 

Fund balance: Reserved for prepaid expenditures and inventory Unreserved, undesignated Total fund balance 
Total liabilities and fund balance 

2002 200 
$ 1,850 $ 1,850 3,047,106 2,375,800 
95,706 56,010 22,770 30,437 9,007 3,362,886 

$ 38,082 22,218 5,317 236.764 302.381 
39,444 3.021.061 3.060.505 

219,805 42,006 35,772 15,675 9,409 2.700,317 

$ 63,532 7,661 5,835 213,610 290,638 
25,084 2.384.595 2,409,679 

$3,362,886 $2,700,317 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana General Fund Statement of Revenues Compared to Budget (G~AAP Basis) Year Ended June 30, 2002 With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 200 

Licenses and permits: Marriage licenses Passports Total licenses and permits 
Fees, charges and conlnlissions: Court costs, fees and charges - Criminal costs Courl attendance reporting Other Total court costs, fees and charges 
Fees for recording legal documents Recordings Index search Cancellations Mortgage certificates Suits and successions UCC filing Total fees for recording legal documents 
Certified copies 

2002 
Bndget Actua 
$ 40,800 6.300 47,100 
53,000 26,000 73,450 
15;2,450 
1,850,700 3,600 79,000 139,500 2,160,000 44.500 
4,277,300 

$ 42,925 6.660 49.585 
53,422 26,220 82,588 
162.230 
1,844,661 3,630 76,008 139,219 2,146,827 44,160 
4,254,505 

Variance - Favorable (Uufavorable) 
$ 2,125 360 2.485 
422 220 9,I38 
9,780 
(6,039) 30 (2,992) (281) (13,173) (340) 

2001 Actua 
$ 44,125 6.360 50.485 
47,042 28,140 79,616 
159,828 
1,349,042 4,323 64,429 121,443 2,107,442 58,564 

(22,795) 3,705,243 495,000 491,097 (3,903) 394,298 
(continued) 



LAFAYETTE PARISII CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana General Fund Statement of Revenues Compared 1o Budget (GAAP Basis) (Continued) Year Ended June 30, 2002 With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 2001 

illergovernnlental: Charges reimbursable by parish government Federal grant - non-support Total intergoveramenta 
Miscellaneous: Interest earned Elections Judicial commitments Change of venue Sales of books Other Total miscellaneous 
Total revennes 

2002 
Budget Actua 
215,000 163,000 378.000 
233,000 25,500 3,600 
273 29,000 291,373 

$5,641,223 

189,830 130,109 319.939 
222,253 25,427 4,000 
273 28,792 280.745 
$5,558,101 

Variance - Favorable (Unfavorable) 
(25,170) (32,891) 

2001 Actua 
132,385 153.801 (58,061) 286,186 

(10,747) (73) 400 
(208) 

326,640 22,743 2,150 5,000 660 26.715 (10,628) 383,908 $(83,122) $4,974,918 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COUR'r Lafayette, Louisiana General Fund Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) - Year Ended June 30, 2002 Witb Cornparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30. 200 

Expenditures: Curretll - Personnel services and related benefits - Salaries: Clerk Deputy clerks Clerk's expense allowance Clerk's supplemental fund ltospitalization insurance Ptayroll taxes, retirelnellt and compensated absences Total personnel services and related benefits Operating services - Insurance Professional fees UCC filing Cott index Book costs Adoptions Telephone Travel and convenlior~s Election expense allowance Copier expense Curator fees Change of venue Computer operations Parking fees Judges' supplemental fund Training Center for family violence contribution Workers' compensation Miscellaneous Total operating services 

2002 
Budget Actual 

$ 91,700 Z.800,000 8,930 28,500 462.000 
91.700 2,806,359 8,930 28,500 460.467 

428,600 402.462 3~819,730 
36,000 42,000 46,000 38,500 
1,350 36,000 8,800 7,000 46,600 2,100 89,000 24,500 1,450 12,500 20,000 12,800 250 

3,798,418 
35,456 34,574 43,870 37,400 402 920 41,678 7,898 5,997 46,071 1,719 178,148 24,335 1,580 11,235 21,178 12,792 274 

Variance - Favorable (Unfavorable) 

(6,359) 
1,533 
26,138 
21.312 
544 7,426 2,130 1,100 (402) 43O (5,678) 902 1,003 529 381 
10,852 165 (130) 1,265 (1,178) 8 (24) 524,850 505,527 19,323 

2001 Actua 
91.853 2,674,960 8,840 27,000 455.165 
385,058 
3.642,876 
31,464 32,657 62,874 35.287 555 1,750 39,871 9,140 7,845 47,730 3,063 13,728 57,526 24,240 1,312 6,635 23,676 6,113 189 405.655 (continued) 



LAFAYETTE PARISII CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana General Fund Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) (Continued) Year Ended June 30, 2002 With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30. 2001 

Materials and supplies - Office supplies and operations Automobile and maintenance Dues and subscription Leases and rentals Uniforms Total materials and supplies 
Appropriations to Lafayette Parish Government - Capital outlay Operating revenues and expenditures unreimbursed 

2002 
Budget Actual 
319,850 1,750 3.500 
41,000 366,100 
262,054 1,954 3,274 15,094 38.187 320,563 
17.06 213.600 216.050 Total appropriation to Lafayette Parish Government 230,600 

Capital outlay - Office equipment Computer equipment Renovations Total capital outlay 
Total expenditures 

32,500 26,500 
59.000 
$5,000.280 

233 
25,340 24,316 
49,656 
$4,907,275 

Variance - Favorable (Unfavorable) 
57,796 (204) 226 (15,094) 2.813 45,537 
(61) (2,4so) 

2001 Actua 
290,269 921 2,896 5,250 10.883 310.219 
10,838 60,525 

(2,511) 171,363 
7,160 2.184 
9.344 
$ 93.005 

48,145 20,616 23.831 92.592 
$4.722,705 



Groun Self-Insurance Fund - 
INTERNAL SERVICE FUND 

To account for monies accumulated to provide, group insurance coverage for employees of the Lafayelte Parish Clerk of Courl . Employer and employee contributions are used to purchase insurance, pay claims and" pay the insurance company for administration of the program. 
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LAFAYETTE PARISII CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Internal Service Fund Group Self-Insurance Fund 
Comparative Balance Sheel June 30, 2002 and 2001 

ASSETS 
Currcnl assets: Interest-bearing deposits Receivables: Aggregate and stop-loss insurance policy receivable 
Total assets 

Current liabilities Claims payable 
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Fund equity: Retained earnings - Unreserved, undesignated 
Total liabilities and fund equity 

27 

2002 2001 

$135,656 $358,748 
39,058 83,009 
$274,714 

$ 76,989 $129,038 
197,725 312,719 
$ 274,714 $441,757 



I.AFAYETTE PARISII CLERK OF COURT Lafayetle, Louisiana Internal Service Fund Group Self-Insurance Fund 
Comparative Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Retained Earnings Years Ended June 30, 2002 and 2001 

Operating revenue: Employer contributions Employee conlributions Total operating revenue 
Operating expenses: Administrative fees Insurance premiums Medical claims Total operating expenses 
Operating loss 

Nonoperating revenue Interest income 
Net loss 

Retained earnings, beginning 
Retained earnings, ending 

28 

2002 200 
$462,851 95,242 558.093 
28,767 182,793 468,770 680,330 

$468,528 85,300 553.828 
30,073 149,671 663,175 842.919 

(122,237) (289,091) 
7,243 21,474 
(114,994) (267,617) 312,719 580,336 
$197,725 $312,719 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lalayetle, Louisiana Internal Service Fund Group Self-Insurance Fund 
Comparative Statement of Cash Flows Years Ended June 30. 2002 and 2001 

Cash flows from operating activities Operating loss Adjustments to reconcile operating (loss) income to net cash provided (used) by operating activities - Changes in assets and liabilities: Decrease in accotmts receivable Increase in aggregate and stop-loss receivable Increase (decrease) in claims payable Net cash provided (used) by operating activities Cash (used) provided by operating activities 
C~sh flows from investing activities: Interest on interest-bearing deposits 
Decrease in cash and cash equivalents 
Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 
Cash and cash equivalents, end of year 
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2002 200 
$(122,237) $(289,091) 

(56,049) (52,049) (108,098) 
200,000 (52.055) 64.365 

(230,335) (76,781) 
7,243 21,474 
(223,092) 
358.748 

(55,307) 
414,055 

$ 135,656 $ 358,748 



AGENCY FUNDS 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute t3:842, is used to account for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. 
Registry_ of Court Fund.- The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statule 13:475, is used to account for fimds which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation. Withdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the court. 
Election Oitalifvinp Fund - The Election Qualifying Fund is used to accounl for funds collected from individuals qualifying to run for political office and remitted to the appropriate governmental bodies or political committees. 
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ASSETS 

LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Agency Funds Combining Balance Sheet June 30, 2002 With Comparative Totals for June 30, 2001 
Advance Deposit 

Cash $ Interest-bearing deposits 3,399,0 
Total assels $ 3,399,01 
LIABILITIES 

Registry of Court Election Qualifying Totals 2002 200 
$ 8,835 $ 311 $ 9,145 $ 24,946 5;.138,326 
$ 5.147.160 

Due to litigants and others $ 3,399,011 $ 5,147,160 $ 311 

8,537,337 5.258,464 
$ 8,546,482 
$ 8,546,482 

$ 5,283,410 
$ 5,283,410 



ASSETS Balances. beginning &year 

LAFAYE'ITE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Agency Funds Combining Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities Year Ended June 30, 2002 With Comparative Totals For Year Ended June 30, 2001 

Additions: Suits and successions Deposits per court order Interest earned for General Fund Qualifying fees Total additions 
Tota 
Reductions: Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) Refunds to litigants Other Interest earned (transferred to Geueral Fund) Lafayette Parish Sheriff fees Other Sheriff fees Disbursements by court order Total reductions 
Balances, end of year LIABILITIES 

Advance Deposit Registry of Court Election Qualifying 2002 200 
$3,145,887 $2,137,222 $ 301 $5,283,410 $5,996,94 
4,364,154 21,253 4.385.4118 
7,531,295 
2,180,508 881,3(;0 491,171 21,253 391,387 166,606 4,132,284 

4,183,614 
4,183,614 
6,320,836 

1,173,676 1,173,676 

10 300 310 
6 

300 

4,364,154 4,183,614 21,263 300 8,569,332 13.852.742 
2,180,508 881,360 491,471 21,253 391,387 166,606 1,173,676 5,306,260 

4,308,272 3,189,419 48,094 160 7.545.945 3.542,886 
2,139,858 849,452 557,100 48,081 409,339 170,355 4,085,291 8,259,476 

$3,399,011 $5,147,160 $ 311 $8,546,482 $5,283,410 
Due to litigants and others, beginning of year $3,145,887 $2,137,222 $ 301 $5,283,410 $5,996,941 
Additions Reductions 4,385,408 4,183,614 4,132,284 1,173,676 310 300 8,569,332 7,545,945 5,306,260 8,259,476 
Due to litigants and others, end of year $3,399,01 I $5,147,160 $ 311 $ 8,546,482 $5,283,410 



COMPLIANCE AND 
INTERNALCONTROL 



C eutlon KoldeL CPA" RUSSOH F Champagne CPA V,clor R Slaven. CPA" Conead O Chapman. CPA* P Troy Cou~ille, CPA" Gerald A ThibOcleaux, Jr, CPA Allen J LaBry. CPA Harry J Closlio, OPA Penny AngeTl6 Scruggins, CPA Christbne L Cousin, CPA Mary T 3"hlbOdoaux CPA Kolly M Doucot, CPA Kenneth J Rat.hal, CPA Chery; L Bartley, CPA Roberl $ Cetler. CPA A pfofc$$ionBl A~u nll~ Cot~t~t ~n 

KOLDER, CHAMPAGNE, SLAVEN & COMPANY, LLC CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P.O. Be~ 82329 Lafayette, LA 70598 Phone (337) 232-4141 Fax (337) 232-8660 

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE W1Tfl GO VERNM_ENT_AU_DITING STA_N D_ARDS 
The tlonorable Louis J. Perret l.afayette Parish Clerk of Court Lafayette, l.ouisiana 

WrB SIIE V~'WV KCSRCPAS COM 
AMERICAN ~NSTIrUTE OF CE RTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN~AN'~S SOCtE]Y OF LOUISIANA CERTIRED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANIS 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court, a component unit of the Lafayette Parish Government, as of and for the year ended Jtlnc 30. 2002, and have issued our report thereon dated September 20, 2002. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audils contained in Govcnl_ment A__u._djt_ing Stand aLds, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States Co~!ia_pce As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether tbe Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Goverument Auditing. Standards. 
Internal Control Over Financial Reportin~ In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial staternents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the general propose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned fanctions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 

183 South B~:adl~ Rond Lara~eue, L~, 70S08 Phone (3373232-414 t Fix (337) 232-B660 1 I1 East Bridge Strut 133 E~t W~ddiL 1234 Da,Ad Drive, Suite lOS Brelux BridB~, LA 70517 Marksville. LA ? 1351 Morgan City, LA 70380 Phone (337) 332-4020 Phone (3183253-9252 Plane (985) 384-2020 F~ (317) 332-2867 F~ (3 I g) 253-86gl F~ (985) 384-3020 34 
~32 W SLoth Aven,,e Oberlin, LA 7O655 Pl'~ne (337) 639~4737 Fax (33?) 639~S6B 2CO South Main St[eel Ab~vill~, IA 7051 I phone (337) 893-?944 Fax (337) t~93.7946 



 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of management of tile Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court and is not intended and should not be used by anyone other than this specified party. 

Lafayette, Louisiana September 20, 2002 
Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Certified Public Accountants 
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OTItER SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 



General Fund - Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit Interest-bearing deposits Interest-bearing deposits Total General Fund Group Self-Insurance Fund - Interest-bearing deposits 

LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT Lafayette, Louisiana Combined Schedule of Interest-Bearing Deposits - All Funds June 30, 2002 

Advance Deposit Fund - Certificate of deposit Certificate of deposit CertiHeate of deposit Certificate of deposit Interest-bearing deposits Total Advance Deposit Fund Registry of the Court Fund - Interest-bearing deposits Interest-bearing deposits Total Registry of the Court Fund Total - all funds Financial Institution: (L) LBA (IT) Hibernia National Bank (M) Mid-South Bank (1) lberia Bank (R) Rayne State Bank (B) Bank One 

Financial Institution 
1 I L I 1 B I 
R M M H B 
B B 

38 

Interest Rate 
2.57% 3.97% 3.00% 3.51% 2.03% variable 2.04 

l year 4 months l year I year I year N/A N/A 

Maturity Date Amount 
10/4/2002 10/22/2002 10/29/2002 8/31/2002 4/5/2003 N/A N/A 

$ 100,000 100,000 100,000 500,000 1,095,626 23,190 - 1,128,291 3,047.106 
3.88 N/A N/A 135.656 
2.50% 3.00% 3.00% 1.86% variable 
2.96 2.25 

180 day 1 year 1 year 180 days N/A 
N/A N/A 

10/24/2002 10/4/2002 10/4/2002 7/8/2002 N/A 
N/A N/A 

500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000 1,399,011 3,399,011 
5,136,720 1.606 5,138,326 $11,720,099 


