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W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statements of the Lafayette Parish Clerk 
of Court (Clerk), a component unit of the Lafayette Parish Government, as of and for the year ended June 30, 
2001, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of 
the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial statements based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of A(nerica and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of 
material m isstatement. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates m ade by m anagement, as well as evaluating the overall general 
purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 
opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly
, in all 

material respects, the financial position of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 2001, and the 
results of its operation and cash flows of its proprietary fund type for the year then ended, in conform ity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith _Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated September 
14, 2001 on our consideration of the Clerk's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its 
compliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. "/1~at report is an integral part of 
an audit performed in accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards

, and should be read in conjunction 
with this report in considering the results of our audit. 

Our audil was performed for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose financial 
statem ents taken as a whole. "]'he accom panying financial inform ation listed as "Supplemental Information' 
on pages 18-38 in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required 
part of the general purpose financial statements of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court. Such inform ation has 
been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, 
in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements 
taken as a whole. 
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The financial information for tile preceding year, which is included for comparative purposes, was 
taken from tile financial reporl for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion on the general 
purpose financial statements of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court. 

Lafayette, Lonisiana 
September 14, 2001 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Company, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 



 

FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

(COM BINED STATEM ENTS - OVERVIEW ) 



ASSH 'S AN D OTIIER DEBITS 

Cash 
Interest-bearing deposits 
Receivables: 
Accounts 
Aggregate and Stop-loss insurance 
Accrued inlercsl 
Due from other goveruulental units 

Prepaid expenditures 
Inventory 
Equipment 
Amount to be provided for retirement 
of long-term obligations 

Total assets and other debits 

.IAI~II,ITIF.S, FUND EQUITY 
AND OTItER CREDITS 

I.AI~AYETTE PARIS11 CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Type s and Account Groups 
June 30. 2001 

Proprietary 

Governmental Fund Type 
Fund q';~pe Internal 
General Service 

$ 1,850 
2,375,800 

219,805 

42,006 
35,772 
15,675 
9,409 

$2,700,317 

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable $ 63,532 
Payroll deductions payable 7,661 
Claims payable 
Due to litigan ts an d others 
Due to other governmental entities 5,835 
Compe nsated absences 213,610 

Total liabilities 290,638 

Fund equity: 
Investment in general fixed assets 

Retained earnings - unreserved 

Fund balan ce - 
Reserved for prepaid expe nditures 
and inventory 

Unreserved: 
Undesignated 

Total fund balan ce 

2,384,595 

2,409,679 

$ 
358.748 

83,009 

FiduciaD' 
Fund l"~~pe 
A~enc), 

$ 24,946 
5,258,464 

General 
General Long-Term 

Fixed Assets Debt 

2,305,503 

$441,757 $5,283,410 $2,305,503 

129,038 5,283,410 

312,719 

Total fired equity 2,409,679 312,719 

2,305,503 

2,305,503 

377,479 

$377,479 

377,479 

Totals 
M emorandum Onl~ 
2001 2000 

$ 26,796 
7,993,012 

219,805 
83,009 
42,006 
35,772 
15,675 
9,409 

2,305,503 

377,479 

$11,108,466 

$ 63,532 
7,661 

129,038 
5,283,410 

5,835 
591,089 

6,080,565 

2,305,503 
312.719 

2,384,595 

2,409,679 

$ 5,621 
8,798,862 

373,654 
30,954 
19,774 
21,417 
21,375 
9,964 

2,112,911 

361,249 

$11,755,781 

$ 233,131 
9,578 
64,673 

5,996,941 

41,782 
558,963 

6,905,068 

2,112,911 

580,336 

31,339 

2,126,127 

2,157,466 

5,027,901 4,850,713 

Total liabilities, fund equity 
and other credits $2,700,317 $441,757 $5,283,410 $2,305,503 $377,479 $11,108,466 $11,755,781 

The accompanying notes arc an  integral part of this statement. 



I,AFAYETI'E PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Stalem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance- 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
Governmental Fund Type - General Fund 

Year Ended June 30, 2001 
W ith Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 2000 

Revenues: 
Licenses and perm its 

Fees, charges and com m issions - 
Court costs, fees and charges 

Fees for recording legal documents 
Fees for certified copies 

Intergovernmental 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 
Current - 

Personnel services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterial and supplies 
Appropriations to Lafayette Parish 

Governm ent 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

2001 

Budget Actual 

$ 51,500 $ 50,485 

149,000 

3,764,500 
370,000 
360,000 
378.500 

154,798 

3,705,243 

394,298 

286,186 

383.908 

~ 
5,073,500 4,974,918 

3,669,000 
455,190 
323,150 

180,000 

192.500 

4,819.840 

3,642,876 

405,655 
310,219 

171,363 
192,592 

4.722.705 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 0,o15) 

5,798 

(59,257) 
24,298 

(73,814) 
5,408 

~.98,582) 

26,124 

49,535 
12.931 

8,637 

(92) 
9 7,135 

2000 

Actua 

$ 51,220 

145,194 

3,551,539 
388,238 

334,362 

345,361 

4,815,914 

3,828,404 
512,415 
309,272 

241,174 
132.181 

5,023,446 

Excess(deficiency) & revenues 
over expenditures 253,660 252,213 (1,447) (207,532) 

Fund balance, beginning of year 2,
._ _

1157,466 2,157,466 

Fund balance, end of year $2 411,126 
.
$2,409,679 

The accom panying notes are an integral part & this statem ent. 

5 

2,364,998 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Comparative Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Retained Earnings 

Proprietary Fund Type 
Internal Service Fund - Group Self-lnsurance Fund 

Years Ended June 30. 2001 and 2000 

Operaling revenue: 
Em ployer contributions 

Em ployee contributions 

Total operating revenue 

Operating expenses: 
Adm inistrative fees 
Insurance prem ium s 
M edical claim s 

Total operating expenses 

Operating (loss) income 

Nonoperating incom e 
Interest incom e 

Net (loss) income 

Retained earnings, beginning 

l~,etained earn ings, ending 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statement. 
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2001 2000 

$468,528 
85,300 

553,828 

30,073 
149,671 

663,175 

_
842,919 

$820,715 
99,372 

920,087 

22,899 

136,596 
456,192 

615,687 

(289,091) 304,400 

21,474 18,161 

(267,617) 322,56 

580,336 257,775 

$312,719 $580,336 



LAFAYETTE PA RISIt CLERK O F COUR'I 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Comparative Statement of Cash Flows 
Proprietary Fund Type 

nternal Service Fund - Group Self-Insurance Fund 
Years Ended June 30. 2001 and 2000 

Cash flows from operating activities 

Operating (loss) income 

Adjustments to reconcile operating (loss) income to net 
cash provided (used) by operating activities - 
Changes ill assets and liabilities: 

Decrease (increase) ill accounts receivable 
Increase ill aggregale and stop-loss receivable 

Increase (decrease) in claims payable 
Net cash provided (used) by operating 
activities 

Cash (used) provided by operating activities 

Cash flows from investing activities: 

Interest on interest-bearing deposits 

(Decrease) increase ill cash and cash equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year 

The accompauying notes are an integral part of this statement. 
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2001 2000 

_$~2_89,091) $304,400 

200,000 

(52,055) 
64,365 

(156,095) 
(26,101) 
(353) 

212,310 (182,549) 

(76,781) 121,85 

21.474 

(55,307) 

414.055 

18,161 

140,012 

274,043 
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LAFAYETTE PARISIt CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

Sum mary of Sienificant Accouutine Policies 

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, a Clerk of Court 
serves as the ex-offi cio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts, and 
shall have other duties and powers provided by law. A Clerk of Court is elected for a term of four 
years. 

The accounting and reporting policies of tile Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court conform to 
generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments. Such accounting and 
reporting procedures also conform to the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:513 and to 
the industry audit guide, Audits of State and Local Governmental Units 

The follow ing is a sum mary of certain significant accounting policies 

A . Financial Reaortine Entitv 

These general purpose financial statements only include funds, account 
groups, activities, et cetera, that are controlled by the Clerk of Court as an 
independently elected parish official. Based on the criteria established by the 

Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14, the Clerk of 
Court is a com ponent unit of the Lafayette Parish Government. The Clerk of Court is 
fiscally dependent on the Lafayette Parish Governm ent since the Clerk's offices are 
located in the Parish Court House, the upkeep and maintenance of the eourlhouse is 
paid by the Parish Government and certain operating expenditures of the Clerk's 
office are paid by the Parish Government. 

As an independeutly elected offi cial, the Clerk of Court is solely respousible 
for the operations of his office, which includes the hiring or retention of employees, 
authority over budgetiug, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement 
of funds. Certain units of local governm ent over whicb the Clerk of Court exercises 
no oversight responsibility, such as the parish school board, other independently 
elected offi cials, and municipalities within the parish, are excluded from the 
accompanying financial statements. These units of government are considered 
separate reporting entities and issue financial statem ents separate from that of the 
Parish Clerk of Court. 

/3. Fund Accounting 

The accounts of the Clerk of Court are organized on the basis of funds and 
account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The 
operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing 
accounts that com prise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. 
Revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for 
which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. 
The funds presented in the financial statem ents are described as follows: 



LAFAYETTE PARISII CLERK O F COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Governm ental Fund - 

General Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is tile 
principal fund of the Clerk of Court and is used to account for the operations of the 
Clerk of Court's office. The various fees and charges due to the Clerk's office are 
accounted for in this fired. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Fiduciary Funds - 

Agency Funds 

The Advance Deposit, Registry of Court and Election Qualifying Agency 
Funds are used to account for assets held as an agent for individuals, etc. Agency 
funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement 
of results of operations. 

Proprietary  Funds - 

Internal Service Fund 

Proprietary fimds are used to account for activities sim ilar to those found in 
the private sector, where the determ inalion of net income is necessary or useful to 
sound financial adm inistration. ']['he Group Self-Insurance Fund is an internal service 
fund used to account for monies accumulated to provide group health coverage for 
employees of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court, 

C. Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized 
in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting refers to 
the tinting of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

The Clerk of Court's records are maintained on a cash basis of accounting. 
However, the funds as reported in the accompanying financial statements have been 
converted to a m odified accrual basis of accounting. Under the m odified accrual 
basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual when they 
becom e both m easurable and available. "M easurable" m eans the amount of the 
transaction can be determ ined and "available" means collectible within the current 
period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. 
Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. 



LAFAYETI'E PAR1SH CLERK O F COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Those revenues susceptible to accrual are recordings, cancellations, mortgage 
certificates, certified copies, court attendance, interest earned on iuterest-bearing 
deposits, and criminal costs. 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received 

The Clerk of Court applies all applicable Financial Accounting Standards 
Board (FASB) pronouncements issued ou or before November 30, 1989 in 
accounting and reporting its proprietary fund operations unless those pronouncements 
conflict with or contradict Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 
pronouncem ents. 

D. Budgetary and Budaetarv AceouutinJz 

The Clerk of Court follows these procedures in establishing the budgetary 
data reflected iu the financial statem ents: 

2 

4 

5 

6 

A proposed budget is prepared and subm itted to the Clerk of Court 
for the fiscal year no later than fifteen days prior to the beginning of 
each fiscal year. 

A sum mary of the proposed budget is published and the public is 
notified that the proposed budget is available for public inspection. 
At the same tim e, a public hearing is called. 

A public hearing is held on the proposed budget at least ten days 
after publication of the call for a hearing. 

After the holding of the public hearing and completion of all action 
necessary to finalize and im plement the budget, the budget is legally 
adopted prior to the commencement of the fiscal year for which the 
budget is being adopted. 

All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year 

The budget is adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted 

accounting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts included in the 
accom panying financial statements are as originally adopted or as 
finally am ended by the Clerk of Court. Such amendm ents were not 
m aterial in relation to the original appropriations. 

10 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Fixed Assets and Lone-Term Liabilities 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) 
are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the 
General Fund. General fixed assets provided by the parish council are not recorded 
within the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated 
historical cost if historical cost is not available. Estimated amounts are im m aterial in 
relation to total fixed assets. 

Long-term liabilities directly associated with and expected to be paid from 
the General Fund with current available resources are accounted for in the General 
Fund. A ll other long-term liabilities are accounted for in the general long-term debt 
account group. 

The account group is not a "fund". It is concerned only with the 
measurement of financial position, not with measurement of results of operations. 

Interest-Bearinu Deoosits 

Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, which approximates m arket 

G . Statem ent of Cash Flows 

For the purpose of the statement of cash flows, the Internal Service Fund 
considers all highly liquid interest-bearing deposits with a maturity of three months 
or less when purchased to be cash equivalents. 

tl. Bad Debts 

Uncollectible amounts due for receivables are recognized as bad debts by 
direct write-off at the time information becomes available which would indicate the 
uncollectibility of the particular receivable. Although the specific charge-off method 
is not in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), no 
allowance for uncollectible accounts receivable was made due to imm ateriality at 
June 30, 2001. 



LAFAYETTE I'ARISH CLERK O F COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Vacation and Personal Leave 

Employees of the Clerk of Court's offi ce earn 10 to 20 days of vacation leave 
each year depending on length of service. In addition, employees earn 12 days of 
personal leave each year. Vacation leave m ust be used in the year earn ed. Upon 
resiguation or retirement, employees may, at the discretion of the Clerk, be paid for 
unused vacation leave at the em ployee's current rate of pay. Personal leave m ay be 
accum ulated to a m axim um of 90 days and carried over to succeeding years. 
Em ployees are paid for unused personal leave upon term ination or retirement. At 
June 30, 2001, the Clerk of Court has accrued vested leave benefits as required to be 
reported in accordance with GASB statement No. 16, "Accounting for Compensated 
Absences". 

Inventory 

Inventory in tile Clerk's General Fund consists of copies of historical books 
produced and published by the Clerk for sale to the general public. The books are 
recorded at cost, which is lower than market at June 30, 2001. 

K. Fund Eqtfity_ 

Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not available for 
expenditures or legally segregated for specific fiJture use. 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financia 
resources. 

L. Enculnbranees 

Encum brance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other 
comm itments for the expenditure of m onies are recorded in order to reserve that 
portion of tile applicable appropriation, is not em ployed by the Clerk of Court as an 
extension of form al budgetary integration in the funds. 

M . Post-Retirement t lealth Care and Life Insurance Benefits 

The Clerk of Court has an established policy regarding the payment of costs 
of providing continuing health care and life insurance benefits for its retired 
employees. The plan covers the employee's insurance premium and fifty (50) percent 
of the spouse's premimn if the employee was covered by insurance at the time of 
retirement. The cost of these prem iums is recorded as an expenditure when paid by 
the Clerk of Court annually. 

12 
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK O F COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

N . M em orandum Onlv- Total Colum ns 

Total columns on financial statements are captioned "M emorandum Only" to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these 
colunm s do not present financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund 
elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation & this data. 

Cash and Interest-Bearitm  Denos 

Under state law, the Clerk may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the 
laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the unior~, or the laws of the United 
Slates. The Clerk may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates and time deposits 
of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks havlug principal offices in 
Louisiana. At June 30, 2001, the Clerk of Court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) 
totaling $8,019,808 as follows: 

Cash 

M oney m arket accounts 
Time deposits 

Tota 

$ 26,796 
4,135,283 

_  
3,857,729 

$8,019,808 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits 
(or the resulting bank balances) mus~. be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket valoe of the pledged securities plus the federal 
deposit insurance nm st at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities 
are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually 
acceptable to both parties. The following is a summary of deposit balances (bank balances) at June 
30, 2001, and the related federal insurance and pledged securities: 

Bank balances 

Federal insurance 

Pledged securities (Category 3) 

Total federal insurance and pledged securities 

13 

$1,947,81 l 
6,523,908 



LAFAYETTE PA RIStl CLERK O F COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Pledged securities in Category 3 include uninsured or unregistered investments for which the 
securities are held by the broker or dealer, or by its trust department or agent, but not in the Clerk of 
Court's name. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) 
Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory requirement on tile custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Clerk of Court that the fiscal 
agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

(3) General Fixed Assets 

A sunlmary  of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Balance, July 1,2000 
AddJlJons 
Deletions 

Balance, June 30, 200 

Furniture 
Fixtures and 

Equipment 

$ 2,112,911 
J 92,592 

In 1989, the Clerk of Court completed a project to renovate the first, second and third floors 
of the Courthouse. Tbe total cost of the facility renovation was approximately $1,000,000. All 
moveable item s included in the renovation and belonging to or controlled by the Clerk of Court are 
inventoried and included in the general fixed asset group of the Clerk of Court. Immovable items, 
such as buildiug renovations, belong to tbe Lafayette Parish Governm ent and arc therefore not 
included in the general fixed asset account group. 

(4) Pension Plan 

Plan Description. - The Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court contributes to the Clerk of Court Retirement 
and Relief Fund (Retirement System), a cost-sharing multiple employer defined benefit pension plan 
adm inistered by the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, a public corporation created in 
accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 11:1501 - 1540 to provide retirement, 
disability and survivor benefits to members throughout the State of Louisiana. The Clerk of Court 
Retirement and Relief Fund issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial 
statements and required supplem entary information. That report m ay be obtained by writing to the 
Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Ave., Suite B-l, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 70816. 
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LAFAYETTE PARIStt CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Funding Pol~gy. - Plan members are required to contribute 8.25% of their annual covered salary and 
the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. 3"he 
current rate is 10.0% & annual covered payroll. The contribution requirements of plan members and 
the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court are established and may be am ended by the Clerk of Court 
Retirement and Relief Fund. The Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the Retirement 
System for the years ended June 30, 2001, 2000, and 1999 were $271,845, $262,282, and $23,1,406 
respectively. 

Chanaes in Aaency Fund B 

A sum mary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Agency funds: 
Advance Deposi't 
Registry of Court 

Election Qualifying 

Totals 

Year Ended June 30. 200 

Unsettled 
Deposits 

at Beginning 
of Year Additions Reductions 

$ 2,963,559 
3,033,09,1 

288 

$ 4,356,353 
3,189,419 

173 

$ 4,174,025 
4,085,291 

160 

Unsettled 
Deposits 
at End 
of Year 

$ 3,145,887 
2,137,222 

301 

$ 5 996 941 $ 7,545,945 $ 8,259,̀176 $ 5,283,,110 
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LAFAYETTE PARIStt CLERK O F COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Risk M anaRem ent - 

On July 1, 1992, the Clerk established a lim ited risk management program for group 
hospitalization insurance. The General Fund pays prem ium s into the Group Self-Insurance Fund and 
fimds are available to pay claim s, claim reserves and adm inistrative costs of the program . The Clerk 
has contracted Benesys, Inc. to act as the third party adm inistrator for the program . An excess of 
coverage insurance policy covers individual claims in excess of $30,000 per year and $1,000,000 per 
lifetime. During the fiscal year ended June 30, 2001, the General Fund and employees of the Clerk 
paid a total of $553,828 in prem iums, luterfund prem ium s are set to cover the maximum exposure to 
the program in a fiscal year and are reported as quasi-external in interfutxd traasactions. Liabilities 
are reported when it is probable that a loss has occurred and the amount of the loss can be reasonably 
estimated. Liabilities include an amount for claims that have been incurred but not reported. Claim 
liabilities are calculated considering the effects of inflation, recent claim settlement trends including 
frequency and amount of payouts and other econotnic and social factors. The Clerk currently does 
not discount its claim s liabilities. Changes in the claim s liability are as follows: 

1997-1998 
1998-1999 
1999-2000 
2000-2001 

Beginning of 
Fiscal Year 

Liability 

$69,079 
$70,961 
$65,026 
$64,673 

Chances in General Lon~-Term Obligations 

Claims and Benefit Balance at 
Changes in Payments and Fiscal 
Estim ates Claim s Year End 

$ 426,838 
$356,008 
$455,839 
$ 727,540 

$424,956 
$361,943 
$456,192 
$663,175 

$ 70,961 
$ 65,026 
$ 64,673 
$ 129,038 

During the year ended June 30, 2001, the following changes occurred in liabilities reported in 
the long-term debt account group: 

Accrued com pensated absences payable, June 30, 2000 

Current year activity: 
Increase in accrued compensated absences 

Accrued compensated absences payable, June 30, 2001 

$361,249 

16,230 

$377,479 
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Deferred Com nensation Plan 

Tile Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court offers its em ployees participation ill the Louisiana Public 
Em ployees Deferred Compensation Plan adopted by 1he Louisiana Deferred Com peasaliou 
Comm ission and established in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan is 
reported as an agency fund in the State of Louisiana's financial statements. The plan, available to all 
Clerk of Court's employees, perm its the employees to defer a portion & their salary until future years. 
The deferred com pensation is not available 1o employees until term ination, retirement, death, or proof 

& hardship. 

All am ounts of com pensation deferred under the plan, all property and rights purchased with 

those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property, or rights are (until paid or 
made available to the employee or other beneficiary) solely the property and rights of the State of 
Louisiana (without being restricted to the provisions of benefits under the plan) subject only 1o the 
claims & the general creditors of the State & Louisiana. Participants' rights under the plan are equal 
to those of general creditors of the Slate of Louisiana in an amount equal to the fair market value of 
the deferred account for each participant. 

It is the opinion of m anagem ent, after consulting with legal counsel, that the Clerk of Court 
has no liability for losses under the plan. 

(9) Risk Management 

(lo) 

The Clerk of Court is exposed to risks of loss in the areas of auto liability, professional 
liability and workers' compensation. All of these risks are handled by purchasing com mercial 
insurance coverage. There have been no significant reductions in the insurance coverage during the 
year. 

ern 

The Clerk's offi ce is located in the Lafayette Parish Courthouse. The Lafayette Parish 
Government pays the upkeep and m aintenance of the courthouse. These expenditures are not 
reflected in the accom panying financial statements. 

Incom e relating to court reporting attendance and m aintenance agreements required to be 
paid by the Lafayette Parish Government are reported as revenues. During the years ended June 30, 
2001 and 2000, the required payments by the Lafayette Parish Governm ent were not received by the 
Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court but are reflected as appropriation expenditures. 

(11 ) Litigation 

There is no litigation pending against the Clerk at June 30, 2001 
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G EN ERA L FUN D 

To account for resources traditionally associated with govermnents which are not required to be accounted 

for in another fund. 
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

Lafayette, Louisiana 
General Fund 

Com parative Balance Sheet 

June 30, 2001 and 2000 

ASSETS 

Cash 

Interest-bearing deposits 
Receivables: 
Accounts 

Accrued interest 
Due from other govern mental units 

Prepaid expenditures 
I nvenlory 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Payroll deductions payable 
Due to other governm ental entities 
Com pensated absences 

Total liabilities 

Fund balance 
Reserved for prepaid expenditures and inventory 
Unreserved, undesignated 

Total fund balance 

Total liabililies and fund balance 

2001 2000 

$ 1,850 $ 1,850 
2,375,800 2,391,637 

219,805 
42,006 
35,772 
15,675 

9.409 

173,654 
19,774 

21,417 
21,375 
9,964 

$2,700,317 $2,639,671 

$ 63,532 
7,661 
5,835 

213,610 

290.638 

25,084 

2,384,595 

2,409,679 

$ 233,131 
9,578 

41,782 
197.714 

482,205 

31,339 
2,126,127 

2,157,466 

$2,700,317 $2,639,671 



LAFAYE'Iq'E PARISII CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statement of Revenues Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) 
Year Ended June 30, 2001 

W ith Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 2000 

Licenses and perm its: 
M arriage licenses 
Passports 

Total licenses and perm its 

Fees, charges and comm issions: 
Court costs, fees and charges - 
Crim inal cosls 
Court attendance reporting 
Other 

Total court costs, fees 
and charges 

Fees for recording legal documents 
Recordings 
Index search 
Cancellations 

M ortgage certificates 
Suits and successions 
UCC filing 

Total fees for recording 
legal documents 

Certified copies 

200 

Budget 

$ 45,000 
6,500 

51,500 

45,000 
25,000 
79.000 

Aclua 

44,125 
6.360 

50,485 

47,042 

28,140 
79,616 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ (875) 

2,042 
3,140 
616 

2OOO 
Actua 

$ 45,250 
5.970 

51,220 

56,877 
28,020 
60,297 

149,000 154,798 5,798 145,194 

1,340,000 
4,500 

75,000 
125,000 

2,160,000 
60,000 

3.764.500 

370,000 

22 

1,349,042 
4,323 

64,429 
121,443 

2,107,442 
58.564 

3,705,243 

394,298 

9,042 

(177) 
(10,57]) 
(3,557) 
(52,558) 
(1,436~  

24,298 

1,243,305 
3,410 

72,116 
132,716 

2,042,276 
57.716 

3,551,539 

388,238 

(continued) 



I.AFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statement of Revenues Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) (Continued) 
Year Ended June 30, 2001 

W ith Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 2000 

ntergovernm ental: 
Charges reimbursable by 
parish governm ent 

Federal grant - non-support 

Total intergovernmenta 

M iscellaneous: 
Interest earned 
Elections 
Judicial com m itm ents 
Change of venue 

Sales of books 
Other 

Total m iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

200 

Budget 

80,000 
80.000 

A ctua 

32,385 
53.801 

360,000 286,186 

320,000 

25,000 
2,500 
5,000 

500 
25,500 

378.500 

26,640 

22,743 
2,150 

5,000 

660 

26.715 

383.908 

Variance - 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

(47,615) 
(26,199) 
(73,814) 

6,640 

(2,257) 
(350) 

160 
1,215 

5,408 

2000 

Actua 

205,972 
128.390 

334.362 

274,911 

32,162 
1,500 

15,000 

842 
20.946 

345,361 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

General Fund 

Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) - 
Year Ended June 30, 2001 

W ith Com parative Actual Am ounts for Year Ended June 30, 2000 

Expenditures: 

Current - 
Personnel services and related benefits - 
Salaries: 

Clerk 
Deputy clerks 

Clerk's expense allowance 
Clerk's supplemental fund 
Hospitalization insurance 
Payroll taxes, retirement and 
com pensated absences 

Total personnel services 
and related benefits 

Operating services - 
Insurance 
Professional fees 
UCC filing 
Cott ~.ndex 
Book costs 

Adoptions 
Telephone 
Travel and conventions 
Election expense allowance 
Copier expense 
Curator fees 
Change of venue 
Computer operations 
Parking fees 
Judges' supplemental fund 
Training 
Cenler for fam ily violence contribulion 
W orkers' com pensation 

M iscellaneous 

200 

Budget 

$ 85,000 
2,675,000 

8,500 
27,000 
500,000 

373,500 

3,6.
69,000 

34,200 
56,650 
58,000 
29,000 

1,700 

37,000 
8,500 
7,000 
50,000 
3,000 

15,000 
94,200 
24,240 
1,500 

6,500 
21,000 
7,500 
2O0 

Actual 

91,853 
2,674,960 

8,840 

27,000 
455,165 

385.058 

3.642.876 

31,464 
32,657 
62,874 
35,287 

555 

1,750 
39,871 
9,140 
7,845 
47,730 
3,063 
13,728 
57,526 
24,240 
1,312 
6,635 
23,676 
6,113 
189 

Variance - 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable} 

$ (6,853) 
40 

(340) 

44.835 

26,124 

2,736 
23,993 

(4,874) 
(6,287) 
(555) 
(50) 

(2, 871 ) 
(640) 
(845) 
2,270 

(63) 
1,272 
36.674 

188 

(135) 
(2,676) 
1,387 

11 

Total operating services 4.
55,190 405,655 49,535 

24 

2000 
Actual 

$ 84,072 
2,525,569 

8,407 

27,180 
820,715 

362,46 

3,828,404 

10,430 
30,616 
58,710 

68,149 
3,099 
233 

38,459 
10,813 
30,249 
36,078 
1,648 
725 

65,881 
24,453 
1,344 

8,947 

19,296 
3,285 

512.415 

(continued) 



LA FA YETTE PA RISH CLERK O F CO URT 

Lafayette, Louisiana 
General Fund 

Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) (Continued) 
Year Ended June 30, 2001 

W ith Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 2000 

M aterials and supplies - 
Offi ce supplies and operations 
Automobile and m aintenance 
Dues and subscription 
Leases and rentals 
Uniforms 

Total materials and supplies 

Appropriations to Lafayette Parish 
Government - 
Capital outlay 
Operating revenues and expenditures 
unreim bursed 

Total appropriation to Lafayette 
Parish Governm ent 

Capital outlay - 
Offi ce equipment 
Computer equipm ent 
Renovations 

Total capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

200 

297,150 

1,500 
4,500 

20.000 

Actua 

290,269 
921 

2,896 
5,250 
10.883 

323,150 310,219 

10,000 

170.000 

10,838 

60.525 

180,000 171,363 

148,500 

20,000 
24,000 

192,500 

148,145 
20,616 

23,831 

192.592 

$4,819,840 $4,722,705 

25 

Variance - 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

6,881 

579 

1,604 

(5,250) 
9,117 

12,931 

(838) 

9,475 

8,637 

355 

(616) 
169 

(92) 

2000 
Actua 

292,691 

3,711 
3,436 
1,425 
8,009 

309,272 

7,182 

233.992 

241,174 

58,672 

73,509 

132,181 

$5,023,446 



G roun Self-Insurance Fund - 

INTERN AL SER V IC E FUND 

To account for m onies accum ulated to provide group insurance coverage for em ployees of the Lafayette 

Parish Clerk of Court Em ployer and em ployee conlributions are used to purchase insurance, pay claim s 

and pay the insurance company for adm inistration of the program . 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Internal Service Fund 

Group Self-lnsurance Fund 

Com parative Balance Sheet 
June 30, 2001 and 2000 

A SSETS 

Current assets: 
Interest-bearing deposits 

Receivables: 
A ccounts 

Aggregate and stop-loss insurance 

policy receivable 

Total assets 

Current liabilities 
Claims payable 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Fund equity: 

Retained earnings - 
Unreserved, undesignated 

Total liabilities and fund cquity 

27 

2001 2000 

$358,748 $414,055 

83,009 

$441,757 

200,000 

30,954 

$ 645,009 

$129,038 $ 64,673 

312,719 580,336 

$441,757 $645,009 



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Intern al Service Fund 
Group Self-Insurance Fund 

Comparative Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Retained Earnings 
Years Ended June 30, 2001 and 2000 

Operating revenue: 

Em ployer contributions 
Em ployee contributions 

Total operating revenue 

Operating expenses: 
Adm inistrative fees 
Insurance prem ium s 
M edical claim s 

Total operating expenses 

Operating (loss) income 

Nonoperaling revenue 
Interest incom e 

Net (loss) income 

Retained earnings, beginning 

Retained earnings, ending 

28 

2001 2000 

$468,528 
85,300 

553,828 

30,073 
149,671 
663,175 

842,919 

$ 820,715 
99,372 

920,087 

22,899 

136,596 
456,192 

615,687 

(289,091) 304,400 

21,474 18,161 

(267,617) 322,561 

580,336 257,775 

$312,719 $580,336 



LAFAYETI'E PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Internal Service Fund 

Group Self-|nsurance Fund 

Com parative Statement of Cash Flows 
Years Ended June 30, 2001 and 2000 

Cash flows from operating activities 

Operating (loss) income 

Adjustments to reconcile operating (loss) income to net 
cash provided (used) by operating activities - 
Changes in assets and liabilities: 

Decrease (increase) in accounts receivable 
Increase in aggregate and stop-loss receivable 

Increase (decrease) in claims payable 
Net cash provided (used) by operating 
activities 

Cash (used) provided by operating activities 

Cash flows from investing activities: 
Interest on interest-bearing deposits 

(Decrease) increase in cash and 
cash equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year 

2001 2000 

$ (289~  $304,400 

200,000 

(52,055) 
64,365 

(156,095) 
(26,101) 

212,310 
.(182,549 _) 

(76,781) 121,851 

21,474 
. 

18,161 

(55,307) 

414.055 

$ 358,748 

140,012 

274,043 

$414,055 



Advance Dcnosit Fund - 

AG ENCY FUNDS 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, is used to account for 

advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have 

beet1 paid. 

Re~,istrv of C ourt Fund - 
The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, is used to account for funds 

which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation. 
W ithdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the court. 

Election O ualifvina Fund - 

The Election Qualifying Fund is used to account for funds collected from individuals qualifying to run for 
political office and rem itted to the appropriate governm ental bodies or political com m ittees. 

30 



A SSETS 

Cash 
Interest-bearing deposits 

Total assets 

LIA BILITIES 

I.AFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayetle, Louisiana 
Agency Funds 

Combining Balance Sheet 
June 30, 2001 

W ith Comparative Totals for June 30, 2000 

Advance 

Deposit 

$ 
3.145.887 

Due to litigants and others $ 3,145,887 

Registry 
of Court 

$ 24,645 
2,112,577 

$2,137,222 

Election 

.
Qualifying 2001 2000 

$ 301 $ 24,946 $ 3,77 I 
- 5,258,464 5,993,170 

$5,283,410 $ 5,996,94 

$ 5,283,410 $ 5,996,941 



ASSETS 

Balances, beginning of year 

LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 
Agency Funds 

Combining Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities 
Year Ended June 30, 2001 

W ith Comparative Totals For Year Ended June 30, 2000 

Additions: 
Suits and successions 
Deposits per court order 
Interest earned for General Fund 
Qualifying fees 

Total additions 

Reductions: 

Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) 
Refunds to litigants 
Other 

Interest earned (transferred to General Fund) 
Lafayette Parish Sheriff fees 
Other Sheriff fees 
Disbursements by court order 

Total reductions 

Balances, end ofyear 

LIABILITIES 

Advance 

Deposit 

$2,963,559 

Regist~ 

of Cou~ 

Election 

Qualifying 
Totals 

2001 2000 

$3,033,094 $ 288 $5,996,94 

4,308,272 
3,189,419 

48,081 

4,356,353 3.189.419 

7,319,912 6,222,513 

2,139,858 
849,452 
556,940 
48,081 
409,339 
170,355 

4,174,025 

4,085,291 

4.085.291 

$3,145,887 $2,137,222 

13 
160 

173 

461 

60 

160 

$ 301 

4,308,272 
3,189,419 

48,094 
160 

7,545,945 

$5,763,715 

4,068,226 
5,715,210 
42,423 
25,335 

9,851,194 

13,542,886 15,614,909 

2,139,858 
849,452 
557,100 
48,081 
409,339 
170,355 

4,085,291 

8,259,476 

2,042,665 
876,500 
534,973 
42,374 

363,823 
125,783 

5,631,850 

-  
9,617,968 

Due to litigants and others, beginning of year $2,963,559 $3,033,094 $ 288 $5,996,941 $5,763,715 

Additions 

Reductions 

4,356,353 3,189,419 

4,174,025 4,085,291 

Due to litigants and others, end of year $3,145,887 $2,137,222 

32 

173 

160 

$ 30 

7,545,945 9,851,194 

8,259,476 
.
9,617,968 

$5,283,410 $5,996,941 



CO M PLIANCE 

A N D 

INTERNAL CONTROL 
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A professional A~ unI~,~ Conpor+lbon 

KO LDER , C HA M PA G NE, SLAV EN & CO M PA NY, LLC 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

P.O. Box 82329 
Lafayette, LA 70598 

Phone (337) 232-4141 
Fax (337) 232-8660 

REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AN D ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
OVER FINAN CIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 
FIN ANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE 

W ITH GOVERN M ENT AUD1TING STAN DARDS 

The ttonorable Louis J. Perret 
Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

~A'T_ B SllE 
'~W'qW KCSRCPAS COM 

MEMBER OF: 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA 
CERTWIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

W e have audited tile general purpose financial statements of tile Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court, a 
com ponent unit of the Lafayette Parish Governm ent, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2001, and have 
issued our report thereon dated September 14, 2001. W e conducted our audit in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America and tbe standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by tile Com ptroller General of the United States 

Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court's general 
purpose fnancial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance with which could have a direct 
and material effect on the determ ination of financial statement amounts, llowever, providing an opinion on 
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such 
an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported 
under Govermnent Auditinu Standards. 

nternal Control O ver Financial Reoortin~ 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to deter=nine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing 
our opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not 
necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial 
weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the 
internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk tbat m isstatements in amounts 
that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not 
be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. 
W e noted no m atters involving tile internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider 
to be m aterial weaknesses. 

IgJ S~ th B~dl~ Rind 113 East Bzqdg~ Street 133 East Waddit 1234 David Drive, Suite 105 408 W Cotton Stze~l 
LaPay~lle, LA ?0508 Br~uxBridue. LA 70517 M~rksvHle. LA 71351 Morgan City. LAT0380 VillePlaIIe. LAT0586 
Phone (33"/) 232-4141 Phone (337) 332-4020 Phone(318)253-9252 Phone (955) 384-2020 ph~~ n37) 363-2792 
Fix (3373 232-$660 Fax (337) 332-21~67 F~ (318) 253-11681 Fsx (985) 354+3020 E=~ (33"/) 363 -3049 
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332 W, Sixth Avenue 
Oberlin. LA ?0655 
Phone (337) 639-4~37 
Fax (337) 639-4568 

200S~ th Main Slreet 
AbbcvHl~, LA 7OSII 
Phone (337) $93+7944 
FIxO37)893-7946 



 

This report is intended solely for tile information and use of m anagem ent of the Lafayette Parish 
Clerk of Court and is not intended and should not be used by anyone other than this specified party. 

l.afayette, Louisiana 
September 14, 2001 

Kolder, Cltampagne, Slaven & Company, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 
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LAFAYETI'E PARISIt CLERK OF COURT 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Combined Schedule of Interest-Bearing Deposits- All Funds 

June 30, 2001 

General Fund - 
Certificate of deposit 
Certificate of deposit 
Certificate of deposit 

Certificate of deposit 
Certificate of deposit 
Interest-bearing deposits 

Interest-bearing deposits 

Total G eneral Fund 

Group Self-lnsurance Fund - 

Interest-bearing deposits 

Advance Deposit Fund - 

Certificate of deposit 
Certificate of deposit 
Certificate of deposit 

Certificate of deposit 
Interest-bearing deposits 

Total Advance Deposit Fund 

Registry of the Court Fund - 
Interest-bearing deposits 
h~lerest-bearing deposits 

Total Registry oflhe Court Fund 

Tolal - all funds 

Financial Institution: (B) Bank One 
(H) ttibernia 
(M) M id-South 
(1) Iberia Bank 

Financial Interest 
Institution Rate Term 

I 

1 

H 

1 

I 

B 

I 

I 

M  

M  

H 
B 

B 

B 

38 

M aturity 
Dale Amount 

6.40% 1 year 10/4/01 $ 100,000 
6.16% 9 months 8/22/01 100,000 
3.85% 60 days 7/12/01 100,000 
5.45% 7 m onths 8/31/01 500,000 

4.25% 10 monlhs 4/5/02 1,057,729 
variable N/A N/A 22,996 
3.88 N/A N/A 495,075 

2,375,800 

3.88 N/A N/A 3
.

58,748 

4.21%  l0 months 4/22/02 500,000 
6.75%  1 year 10/4/01 500,000 

6.75% 1 year 10/4/01 500,000 
385.00% 60 days 7/12/01 500,000 
variable N/A N/A 1,145,887 

3,145,887 

2.96 
2.25 

N /A 
N/A 

N /A 
N/A 

2,111,003 
1,574 

2,112,577 


