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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

The Honorable Louis J. Perrct
Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court
I.afayette, Louisiana

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the lafayette Parish Clerk
of Court (Clerk), a component unit of the Lafayette Parish Government, as of and for the year then ended June
30, 2000, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility
of the Lafayettc Parish Clerk of Court. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose
financial statements based on our audit.

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller
General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose
financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial staternent presentation. We
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion,

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all
material respects, the financial position of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 2000, and the

results of its operation and cash flows of its proprietary fund type for the year then ended, in conformity with
penerally accepted accounting principles.

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated September
15, 2000 on our consideration of the Clerk's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants.

Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial
statements taken as a whole. The accompanying financial information listed as "Supplemental Information”
on pages 19-39 in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required
part of the gencral purpose financial statements of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court. Such information has
been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and,
in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements
taken as a whole,
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The financial information for the preceding year, which is included for comparative purposes, was
taken from the financial report for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion on the general
purpose financial statements of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court.

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC
Certified Public Accountants

Lafayette, 1.ounisiana
September [5, 2000




e TR TR TR TR e T m TRT e TR TR TEERRRR o TEERRR o TR TR TR o T TR TR R TR TR TR TR TR TR TR

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
(COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW)



_— — —  — — — — — — e = = L e e e e e e e — — — —_

LAFAYETITE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
L.alayette, L.ouisiana

Combincd Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Groups
June 30, 2000

Proprietary Account Groups
Governmental Fund Type  Miduciary General Totals
Fund Typc " Internal Fund Typce General L.ong-Term (Memorandum Only)
General Sclviu_t’::“‘ B Agency Fixced Assets __Debt A: 2000 1999
ASSETS AND OTITER DEBITS
Cash 5 1850 §$ - 3 3,771 $ S 3 5,621 3 5,574
Interest-bearing deposits 2,391,637 414,055 5,993,170 - 8,798,802 8.589,430
Receivables:
Accounts 173,654 200,000 - 373,654 208,878
Stop-loss insurance - 30,954 - 30,954 4,853
Accrued interest 19,774 - - 19.774 TA77
Due from other governmental units 21417 - - 21,417 25,674
Prepaid expenditures 21,375 - - 21,375 .
Inventory 9,964 - - 9,964 13,063
Fquipment - - . 2,112,911 2,112911 2,224,672
Amount to be provided for retirement
of long-term obligations - o - - 361,249 361,249 324 982
Total assets and other debits  $2,639,671 §Ef4_10_(}'? $5,996,941 §2,1 12,911 $361,249 A 11,755,781 $11,404.303
LIABILITIES, FUND EQUITY
AND OTHER CREDITS
[.iabilitics:
Accounts payablc $ 233,131 § - $ $ - $ $ 233,131 % 154,697
Payroll deductions payable 9,578 - - 0,578 22912
Claims payable - 64,613 - - - 64,673 65,026
Due to litigants and others - - 5,996,941 - 5,996,941 5,763,715
IDue to other governiental entitics 41,782 - - - 41,782 27,635
Compensated abscnees 197,714 o - 361,249 558,963 522,873
Total liabilit:cs 482,205 __tif{l_,ﬁj} 5,896,941 - 361.249 mﬁ,QDS,ﬂGS 6,556,858
Fund equity:
Investment in gencral fixed assets - - 2.112.911 N 2,112,911 2.224.672
Retained carnings - unreserved - _iﬁi-'é]_,_l_ji{) . 580,336 257,775
Fund balance -
Reserved for prepaid expenditures
and invenlory 31,339 - - 31,339 13,063
Unreserved:
Undesignated 2,126,127 o - - 2,126,127 2,351,935
Total fund balance 2,157,466 - - 2,157,466 2,364,998
Total fund equity 2,157,466 580,;*196 2,112,911 - 4. 850,713 4,847,445
Total liabilities, fund cquity
and other credits $2,639,671 f_L 645,009 55,996,941 $2.112,911 $361,249 § 11,755,781 $11,404,303

—_——

‘The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.




LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Lafayette, Louisiana

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance -
Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual
Governmental Fund Type - General Fund
Year Ended June 30, 2000
With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1999

Revenues:
Licenses and permits
Fees, charges and commissions -
Court coslts, fees and charges
Fees for recording legal documents
Fees for certified copies

Intergovernmental
Miscellaneous

Total revenues

Expenditures:

Current -
Personnel services and related benefits
Opcrating services
Material and supplies
Appropriations to Lafayette Parish

Government
Capital outlay

Total expenditures

(Deficiency) excess of revenues
over expenditures

Fund balance, beginning of year

Fund balance, end of yecar

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.

) 2000
Variance
Favorable
- Budget Actual (Unfavorable)
47,322 $ 51,220 $ 3,898
141,409 145,394 3,785
3,562,585 3,551,539 (11,046)
379,894 388,238 8,344
221,160 334,362 113,202
B 260,661 345,361 84,700
_ 4,613,03!_ 4,815,814 | 202,883
3,893,273 3,828,404 64,869
526,421 512,415 14,006
420,452 309,272 111,180
241,977 241,174 803
. 148,308_ 132,181_ 16,127
_ 5,230,431 5,023,44(1 _ 206,285
(617,400) (207,532) 409,868
2,364,99% 2,364,998 -
$ 1,?47L59§ $2,157,46€:_'u_ $409,868

1999
Actoal

$ 51,400

125,578
3,639,265
438,481

323,449
281,141

4,859,314

3,373,260
523,390
331,674

220,313
52,386

4,501,023

358,291

2,006,707

$2,364,998




LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
[.afayette, LLouisiana

Comparative Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Retained Earnings
Proprietary Fund Type
Internal Service Fund - Group Self-Insurance Fund
Years Ended June 30, 2000 and 1999

2000 1999
Operating revenue:
LEmployer contributions $ 820,715 $643,086
Employce contributions 99372 81,699
Total operating revenue 920,087 724,785
Opcrating ¢xpenscs:
Administrative fecs 22,899 20.641
Insurance premiums 136,596 139,783
Medical claims 456,192 361,943
Total operating expenses 615,687 522,367
Operating income 204,400 202,418
Nonoperating imcome:
Interest income 18,161 5,120
Net income 322,561 207,538
Retained ecarnings, beginning 257,775 50,237
Retained earnings, ending $580,336 $257.775

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.




LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT

[.afayette, Louisiana

Comparative Statement of Cash Flows
Proprictary Fund Type
Internal Service Fund - Group Self-Insurance Fund
Y¢ars Ended June 30, 2000 and 1999

Cash flows from operating activitics:
Operating mconie

Adjustments to reconcile operating income 10 net
cash provided by operating activities -
Changes in assets and liabilities:
Increase 1n accounts recetvable

(Increasc) decrease in stop-loss receivable
Decrease 1n claims payable

Net cash (used) provided by operating

activitics
Cash provided by operating activities

Cash flows from investing activities:
Interest on interest-bearing deposits

Increase in cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.

7

2000

$304,400

(156,095)
(26,101)
(353)

(182,549)

121,851

18,161

140,012

274,043

$414,055

199G

$202,418

(43,905)
58,575
(5,935)

8,735

211,153

5,120

216,273

37,770

$274,043
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Lafayette, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements

Summaty of Significant Accounting Policies

years.

generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments.

- — — — — — — — — — —

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, a Clerk of Court
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts, and
shall have other duties and powers provided by law. A Clerk of Court is elected for a term of four

The accounting and reporting policies of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court conform to

Such accounting and

reporting procedures also conform to the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:5]13 and to
the industry audit guide, Audits of State and l.ocal Governmental Units.

The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies:

Financial Reporting Entity

These general purpose financial statements only inc¢lude funds, account
groups, activities, et cetera, that are controlled by the Clerk of Court as an
independently elected parish oftficial. Based on the criteria established by the
Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14, the Clerk of
Court is a component unit of the Lafayette Parish Government. The Clerk of Court is
fiscally dependent on the Lafayette Parish Government since the Clerk's offices are
located in the Parish Court House, the upkeep and maintenance of the courthouse is
paid by the Parish Government and certain operating expenditures of the Clerk's
office are paid by the Parish Government.

As an independently elected official, the Clerk of Court 1s solely responsible
for the operations of his office, which includes the hiring or retention of employees,
authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the reccipt and disbursement
of funds. Certain units of local government over which the Clerk of Court exercises
no oversight responsibility, such as the parish school board, other independently
clected officials, and municipalities within the parish, are excluded from the
accompanying financial statements. These units of government are considered

scparate reporting entities and issue financial statements separate from that of the
Parish Clerk of Court.

Fund Accounting

The accounts of the Clerk of Court are organized on the basis of funds and
account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The
operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of scli-balancing
accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenucs and expenditures.
Revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for
which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled.
The funds presented in the financial statements are described as {ollows:
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLIERK OF COURT
|.afayette, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued)

Governmental Fund -
General Fund

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the
principal fund of the Clerk of Court and s used to account for the operations of the
Clerk of Court's office. The various fees and charges due to the Clerk's office are
accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund.

IFiduciary Funds -
Agency Funds

The Advance Deposit, Registry of Court and Election Qualifying Agency
Funds are used to account for assets held as an agent for individuals, etc. Agency
funds are custodial 1n nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement
of results of operations.
Proprietary Funds -
Internal Service Fund

Proprietary funds are used to account for activities similar to those found in
the private sector, where the determination of net income is necessary or useful to
sound financial administration. The Group Self-Insurance Fund is an internal service
fund used to account for monies accumulated to provide group health coverage for

cmployees of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court.

Basis of Accounting

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized
in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting refers to
the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied.

The Clerk of Court's records are maintained on a cash basis of accounting.
However, the funds as reported in the accompanying financial statements have been
converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual
basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual when they
become both measurable and available. "Measurable” means the amount of the
transaction can be determined and "available” means collectible within the current

period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period.
I=xpenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred.

———_————— e
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COUR'T
[Lafayette, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued)

‘Those revenues susceptible to accrual are recordings, cancellations, mortgage
certificates, certified copies, court attendance, mnterest earned on interest-bearing
deposits, and criminal costs.

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received.

The Clerk of Court applies all applicable Financial Accounting Standards
Board (FASB) pronouncements issued on or before November 30, 1989 in
accounting and reporting its proprietary fund operations unless those pronouncements
conflict with or contradict Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB)
pronouncements.

Budeetary and Budgetary Accounting

The Clerk of Court follows these procedures in establishing the budgetary
data reflected in the financial statements:

1. A proposed budget is prepared and submitted to the Clerk of Court
for the fiscal year no later than fifteen days prior to the beginning of
cach fiscal year.

2. A summary of the proposed budget is published and the public is
notified that the proposed budget is avatlable for public inspection.
At the same time, a public hearing is called.

3. A public hearing is held on the proposed budget at least ten days
after publication of the call for a hearing,

4 After the holding of the public hearing and completion of all action
necessary to finalize and implement the budget, the budget is legally
adopted prior to the commencement of the fiscal year for which the
budget is being adopted.

> All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year.

6 The budget is adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted

accounting principles {GAAP). Budgeted amounts included n the
accompanying financial statements are as originally adopted or as
finally amended by the Clerk of Court. Such amendments were not
material in relation to the original appropriations.

10
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
|.afayette, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued)

Fixed Asscts and Long-Term lL.tabilitics

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed asscts)
are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the
General Fund. General fixed assets provided by the parish council are not recorded
within the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on
general fixed assets.  All fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated
historical cost if historical cost is not available. Lstimated amounts are immaterial in
rclation to total fixed assets.

Long-term Hliabilities directly associated with and expected to be paid from
the General Fund with current available resources are accounted for in the General
Fund. All other long-term labilities are accounted for in the general long-term debt
account group.,

The account group 1s not a "fund". It is concerned only with the
measurement of financial position, not with measurement of results of operations.

Interest-Bearing Deposits

Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market.

Statement of Cash Flows

For the purpose of the statement of cash flows, the Internal Service Fund
considers all highly liquid interest-bearing deposits with a maturity of three months
or less when purchased to be cash equivalents.

Bad Debts

Uncollectible amounts due for receivables are recognized as bad debts by
direct write-off at the time information becomes available which would indicate the
uncollectibility of the particular receivable. Although the specific charge-off method
1s not in conformity with gencrally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), no

allowance for uncollectible accounts receivable was made duc to immateriality at
June 30, 2000.



LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
I.afayette, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued)

Vacation and Personal Leave

- ot AL

Employees of the Clerk of Court's office earn 10 to 20 days of vacation leave
cach year depending on length of service. In addition, employees carn 12 days of
personal leave each year, Vacation leave must be used in the year carned. Upon
resignation or retirement, employees may, at the discretion of the Clerk, be paid for
unused vacation leave at the employee's current rate of pay. Personal leave may be
accumulated to a maximum of 90 days and carried over to succeeding years,
Employees are paid for unused personal leave upon termination or retircment. At
Tune 30, 2000, the Clerk of Court has accrued vested leave benefits as required to be
reported in accordance with GASE statement No. 16, "Accounting for Compensated
Absences”.

Inventory

Inventory in the Clerk's General Fund consists of copies of historical books
produced and published by the Clerk for sale to the general public. The books arc
recorded at cost, which is lower than market at June 30, 2000.

IF'und Equity

Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not available for
expenditures or legally segregated for specific future use.

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial
(esources.

Encumbrances

Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other
commitments for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that
portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the Clerk of Court as an
extension of formal budgetary integration in the funds.

Post-Retirement Health Care and Life Insurance Benefits

- e

The Clerk of Court has an established policy regarding the payment of costs
of providing continuing health care and life insurance benefits for its retired
employecs. The plan covers the employee’s insurance premium and fifty (50) percent
of the spouse’s premium if the employee was covered by insurance at the time of
retirement. The cost of these premiums is recorded as an expenditure when paid by
the Clerk of Court annually,

12




—_— — — — — — — — — — —
- - - = -_—— = /T e e e e o e e m e — — — — —

LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Lafayette, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued)

N. Memorandum Only - Total Columns

Total columns on hnancial statements are captioned "Memorandum Only"” to
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these
columns do not present financial position in conformity with generally accepted
accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund
eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data.

(2) Cash and Interest-Bearing Deposits

—— e — =

Under state law, the Clerk may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the
laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the laws of the United
States. The Clerk may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates and time deposits
of statc banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in
Lousiana. At June 30, 2000, the Clerk of Court has cash and cash equivalents {(book balances)

totaling $8,804,483 as follows:

Cash b 2,021
Money market accounts | 5,001,968
Time deposits 3,796,894

Total $ 8,804,483

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits
(or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of
securitics owncd by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal
deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities
are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually
acceptable to both parties. The following is a summary of deposit balances (bank balances) at June
30, 2000, and the related federal insurance and pledged securities:

Bank balances $9,223.967
Federal insurance $2,608,087
Pledged securities (Category 3) 6,615,880

Total federal insurance and pledged securities $9,223,967

13
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Lafayette, Louisiana

Notes to Finarncial Statements {Continued)

Pledped securities in Category 3 include uninsured or unregistered investments for which the
securitics are held by the broker or dealer, or by its trust department or agent, but not in the Clerk of
Court's name. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3)
Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertisc
and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Clerk of Court that the fiscal
agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand.

General Fixed Assets

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows:

Furniture
Fixtures and Total
Equipment Automobiles Equipment
Balance, July 1, 1999 $ 2,167,242 $ 57,430 $ 2,224 672
Additions 132,181 - 132,181
Delctions (186,512) (57,430) (243,942)
Balance, June 30, 2000 $ 2,112,911 $ - $ 2,112,911

In 1989, the Clerk of Court completed a project to renovate the {irst, second and third floors
of the Courthouse. The total cost of the facility renovation was approximately $1,000,000. All
moveablc items included in the renovation and belonging to or controlled by the Clerk of Court are
inventoried and included in the general fixed asset group of the Clerk of Court. Immovable items,
such as building renovations, belong to the Lafayette Parish Government and are thercfore not
included tn the general fixed asset account group.

Pension Plan

Plan Description. - The Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court contributes to the Clerk of Court Retirement

and Relief Fund (Retirement System), a cost-sharing multiple employer defined benefit pension plan
administered by the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, a public corporation created in
accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 11:1501 - 1540 to provide retirement,
disability and survivor benefits to members throughout the State of Louisiana. The Clerk of Court
Retirement and Relief Fund issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial
statements and required supplementary information. That report may bc obtained by writing to the
Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Ave., Suite B-1, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70816.

14
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Lafayette, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued)

Funding Policy. - Plan members are required to contribute 8.25% of their annual covered salary and
the lLafayette Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The
current rate is 10.0% of annual covered payroll. The contribution requirements of plan members and
the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court are established and may be amended by the Clerk of Court
Retirement and Relief Fund. The Lafayeite Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the Retirement

System for the years ended June 30, 2000, 1999, and 1998 were $262,282, $234,406, and $206,317
respectively.

Changes in Agency Fund Balances

A summary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows:

Year Ended June 30, 2000

Unsettled Unsettled
Deposits Deposits
at Beginning at End
of Year Additions Reductions of Year
Agency funds:
Advance Dcposit $ 2,813,742 $ 4,110,600 $ 3,960,783 $ 2,963,559
Repistry of Court 2,949,734 5,715,210 5,631,850 3,033,094
Election Qualifying L 239 25,384 25,335 288
Totals $ 5,763,715 $ 9,851,194 $ 9,617,968 $ 5,996,941

15
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
[Lafayette, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued)

Risk Management - Group Self-Insurance Hospitaltzation

On July 1, 1992, the Clerk established a limited risk management program for group
hospitalization insurance. The General Fund pays premiums into the Group Self-Insurance Fund and
funds are available to pay claims, claim reserves and administrative costs of the program. The Clerk
has contracted Benesys, Inc. to act as the third party administrator for the program. An excess of
coverape insurance policy covers individual claims in excess of $30,000 per year and $1,000,000 per
lifetime. During the fiscal year ended June 30, 2000, the General Fund and employees of the Clerk
paid a total of $920,087 in premiums. Interfund premiums are set to cover the maximum exposure to
the prograrn in a fiscal year and are reported as quasi-external in interfund transactions. Liabilities
are reported when it is probable that a loss has occurred and the amount of the loss can be reasonably
estimated. Liabilities include an amount for clanms that have been incurred but not reported. Claim
liabilitics are calculated considering the effects of inflation, recent claim settlement trends including
frequency and amount of payouts and other economic and social factors. The Clerk currently docs
not discount its claims liabilities. Changes 1n the claims hability are as follows:

Beginning of  Claims and Benefit Balance at
Fiscal Year ~ Changesin  Payments and Fiscal
_l,iability Estimates Claims Year End
1997-1998 $69,079 $426,838 $424,956 $70,961
1998-1999 $70,961 $356,008 $361,943 $65,026
1999-2000 $65,026 $ 455,839 $456,192 $64,673

During the year ended June 30, 2000, the following changes occurred in labilities reported tn
the long-term debt account group:

Accrued compensated absences payable, June 30, 1999 $324,982
Current year activity;

Increase in accrued compensated absences 36,267

Accrucd compensated absences payable, June 30, 2000 $361,249
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Lafayette, Louisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued)

Deferred Compensation Plan

The Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court offers ils employees participation in the Louisiana Public
Employees Deferred Compensation Plan adopted by the Louisiana Deferred Compensation
Commission and established in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan 1s
reported as an agency fund in the State of Louisiana's financial statements. The plan, available to all
Clerk of Court’s employees, permits the employecs to defer a portion of their salary until future years.
The deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, retirement, death, or proof
of hardship.

All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all property and rights purchased with
those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property, or rights are (until paid or
madc available to the employee or other beneficiary) solely the property and rights of the State of
Louisiana (without being restricted to the provisions of benefits under the plan) subject only to the
claims of the general creditors of the State of Louisiana, Participants’ rights under the plan are equal
to those of general creditors of the State of Louisiana in an amount equal to the fair market value of
the deferred account for each participant.

It is the opinion of management, after consulting with legal counsel, that the Clerk of Court
has no liability for losses under the plan,

- = ey e bl

The Clerk of Court 1s exposed to risks of loss in the areas of auto liability, professional
liability and workers’ compensation. All of these risks are handled by purchasing commercial
insurance coverage. There have been no significant reductions in the insurance coverage during the
year.

Expenditures of the Clerk of Court Paid by the Lafayette Parish Government

The Clerk's office 1s located in the Lafayette Parish Courthouse. The Lafayette Parish
Government pays the upkeep and maintenance of the courthouse. These expenditures are not
reflected in the accompanying financial statements.

Incorae relating to court reporting attendance and maintenance agreements required to be
paid by the Lafayette Parish Government are reported as revenues. During the years ended June 30,

2000 and 1999, the required payments by the Lafayette Parish Government were not received by the
Lafayectte Parish Clerk of Court but are reflected as appropriation expenditures.

Litigation

At June 30, 2000, the Clerk of Court 1s involved in one lawsuit claiming damages. In the

opinion of the Clerk of Court's legal counsel, resolution of this lawsuit will not create a liability to the
Clerk of Court in excess of insurance coverage.
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
L.afayette, L.ouisiana

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued)

(12)  Excess Fund Balance

l.ouisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the term of
office) the Clerk of Court must pay the Parish treasurcr the portion of the General Fund’s fund
balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the Clerk’s last year of his term of office. At June
30, 2000 there was no amount due the Parish treasurer due to the fact that the General Fund’s fund

balance was less than one-half of revenues at year-end.
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
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SCHEDULES OF INDIVIDUAL FUNDS
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GENERAL FUND

To account for resources traditionally associated with governments which are not required to be accounted

for in another fund.
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Cash

LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
l.afayette, Louisiana
General Fund

Comparative Balance Sheet
June 30, 2000 and 1999

ASSETS

Interest-bearing deposits

Receivables:
Accounts

Accrued mterest

Due from other governmental units

Prepaid expenditures

Inventory

Total asscts

1.1abilities:

[JABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE

Accounts payable

Payroll deductions payable

Due to other governmental entities

Compensated absences

Total liabilities

IFund balance:

Reserved for prepaid expenditures and inventory

Unreserved, undesignated

Total fund balance

Total liabilitics and fund balance

22

2000

1999

S 1,850
2,391,637

173,654
19,774
21,417
21,375

9,964

$2,639,671

§ 233,131
9,578
41,782
197,714
482,205

31,339
2,126,127

2,157,466

$2,639,671

$ 1,850
2,555,396

164,973
1,177
25,674

13,063

$2,768,133

$ 154,697
22,912

27,635
197,891

403,135

13,063
2,351,935

2,364,998

$2,768,133




LAFAYLETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT

Lafayette, Louisiana

General Fund

Statement of Revenues Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis)

Year Ended Junc 30, 2000

With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 19%9

Licenscs and permits:
Marriage licenses
Passports

Total licenses and permits

Fees, charges and commissions:
Court costs, fees and charges -
Criminal costs

Court attendance reporting
Other

Total courl costs, fees
and charges

Fees for recording legal documents:

Recordings
Index scarch
Cancellations
Mortgage certificates
Suits and successions
UCC filing
Total fces for recording
legal documents

Certified copics

) 2000 B
Variance -
[‘avorable

Budget Actual (Unfavorable)
$§ 42,120 $ 45,250 s 3,130
5,202 5,970 768
47,322 51,220 3,898
57,398 56,877 (521)

28,020 28,020 -

. 55,991 60,297 4,306
14..1.’409 145,194 3,785
1,251,210 1,243,305 (7,905)

3,379 3,410 31
72,331 72,116 (215)
134,884 132,716 (2,168)
2,044,403 2,042,276 (2,127)
56,378 57,716 1,338
3,562,585 3,551,539 _(11,046)
379,894 388,238 8,344
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1999
Actual

$ 47,000
4,400

51,400

45,829
28,880
50,869

125,578

1,377,392
2 805
92.395
151,537
1,947,849
67,287

3,639,265

438,481

(continued)



LLAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Lafayette, L.ouisiana
General Fund

Statement of Revenues Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) (Continued)
Year Ended June 30, 2000

With Comparattive Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1999

2000
o Variance -
Favorable 1G99
Budget Actual (Unfavorable) Actual
Intergovernmental:
Charges reimbursable by
parish government 205,972 205,972 - 178,510
Federal grant - child support - 15,188 128,390 113,202 144,939
Total itergovernmental 221,160 334,362 113,202 323,449
Miscellaneous:
Interest carned 200,692 274,911 74,219 233,608
Elcctions 36,963 32,162 (4,801) 14,957
Judicial commitments 1,260 1,500 240 3,550
Change of venue - 15,000 15,000 7,966
Sales of books 1,010 842 (168) 866
Other ~ 20,736 20,946 210 20,194
Total miscellaneous 260,66 345,361 84,700 281,141
Total revenues _E_B_il-,613,031 $4,815,914 $202,883 $4,859.314
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT

[.afayette, Louisiana
General Fund

Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) -
Year Ended June 30, 2000
With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1999

25

_ 2000
] Variance -
Favorable 1999
Budget Actual (Unfavorable) Actual
Expenditures:
Current -
Personnel services and related benefits -
Salaries:

Clerk $ 84,072 $ 84,072 $ - $ 76,025
Deputy clerks 2,571,398 2,525,569 45.829 2.318,032
Clerk's expense allowance 8,407 8,407 - 7,603
Clerk's supplemental fund 25,764 27,180 (1,416) 22,000
Hospitalization isurance 819,292 820,715 (1,423) 661,374

Payroll taxes, refirement and
compensated absences 384,340_ 362,461 ~ 21,879 288,226

Total pcrsonnel services
and related benefits __@,893,273_ 3,828,404 64,869 3,373,260
Operating services -

Insurance 11,292 10,430 862 19,063
Professional {ees 34,222 30,616 3,606 30,327
UCC filing 65,128 58,710 6,418 67,010
Cott index 74,829 68,149 6,680 69,520
Book costs - 3,099 (3,099) 512
Adoptions 211 233 (22) 463
Telephone 35,281 38,459 (3,178) 39,995
Travel and conventions 6,604 10,813 (4,209) 21,201
Election expensc allowance 34,578 30,249 4,329 18,648
Copier expense 41,276 36,078 5,198 36,696
Curator fees 1,238 1,648 {410) 453
Change of venue 870 725 145 5,667
Computer operations 164,930 165,881 (951) 139,289
Parking fees 22,038 24,453 (2,415) 26,540
Judges' supplemental fund 1,440 1,344 56 1,315
Training 10,737 8,947 1,790 5,782
Center for family violence contribution 18,202 19,296 (1,094) 22,560
Workers' compensation 3,545_ 3,285 260 18,349
Total operating services . 526,421 512,415 14,006 523,390

(continued)
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Lafayette, Louisiana
General Fund

Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) (Continued)
Year Ended June 30, 2000

With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1999

Materials and supplies -
Office supplies and operations
Automobile and maintenance
Dues and subscription
Leases and rentals
Uniforins

Total materials and supplies

Appropriations to Lafayette Parish
Government -
Capital outlay
Operating revenues and expenditures
unreimbursed

Total appropriation to Lafayette
Parish Government

Capital outlay -
Office equipment
Computer equipment

Total capital outlay

Total expenditures
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_ B 2000
Variance -
IFavorable
. Budget Actual _(_l._Infavorable)
380,678 292 691 87,987
3,225 3,711 (4186)
3,716 3,436 280
22,800 1,425 21,375
o 10,033 8,009 i 2,024
. 4;?.0,452 ) 309,272 __ 111,180
7.985 7,182 R03
) 233,992 233,992 -
] 2{11,977 241,174 _______89_3"
60,097 58,672 1,425
B 88,211 73,509 ) 14,702
) 148,308 132,181 ) 16,127
§:5,230,431 $5,023,44Ei 5_]»‘206,985

1999
Actual

317,182
3,322
2,712

8,458
331,674

12,923

207,390

220,313

41,973
10,413

52,386

$4,501,023
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INTERNAL SERVICE FUND

Group Self-Insurance Kund -
To account for monies accumulated to provide group insurance coverage for employees of the Lafayette

Parish Clerk of Court . Employer and employce contributions are used to purchase insurance, pay claims
and pay the insurance company for administration of the program.
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT

l.afayette, Louisiana
Internal Service Fund
Group Self-Insurance Fund

Comparative Balance Sheet
June 30, 2000 and 1999

ASSETS
Current assets:
Interest-bearing deposits
Receivables:

Accounts
Stop-loss insurance policy recelvable

Tota) assels

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY

Current habiliies:
Claims payable

Fund equity:

Retained earnings -
Unrescrved, undesignated

Total hiabilities and fund equity

78

2000

$414,055

200,000
30,954

$ 645,009

$ 64,673

580,336

$ 64 2,009

1G99

$274,043

43,905
4,853

$322,801

$ 65,026

257,775

$322,801




LAFAYLETTL PARISH CLERK OF COURT

Comparative Statement of Revenues, Lixpenses and Changes in Retained Earnings

Operating revenue:

smployer contiibutions

cmployec contributions

Total operating revenue

Opcrating expenscs:
Adminisirative fees
Insurance premiums
Medical claims

Total operating expenses

Operating Income

Nonopcrating revenue:
Interest imcome

Net imcome

Retained carnings, beginning

Retained carnings, ending

[_afayeite, Louisiana
Internal Service Fund
Group Scif-Insurance Fund

Years Einded June 30, 2000 and 1999

29

2000

1999

$820,715
99,372

920,087

22,899
136,596
456,192

615,687

504,400

18,1601

322,561

257,775

$ 580,336

$643,086
81,699

724,785

20,641
139,783
361,943

522,307

202,418

5,120

207,538

50,237

$257,775




IAFAYETTLE PARISH CLERK OF COURT

[.afayette, l.ouistana
Internal Scrvice Fund
Group Sclf-Insurance Fund

Comparative Statement of Cash Flows
Years Ended June 30, 2000 and 1999

Cash flows from operating activities:
Opcrating income

Adjustiments to reconctle operating loss to net
cash provided by operating activities -
Changges in assets and liabilities:

Increase in accounts receivable
(Incrcasc) decrease in stop-loss receivable
Decerease i claims payable
Net cash (used) provided by operating
activities

Cash provided by operating activities

Cash flows from investing activitics:
Interest on interest-bearing deposits

Increase in cash and

cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year

Cash and cash equivalents, end of ycar

2000

$304,400

(156,095)
(26,101)
~ (353)

-

(182,549)

121,851

18,161

140,012

274,043

——r—

$414,055

p———

1999

$202,418

(43.905)
58,575
(5,935)

8,735

211,153

5,120

216,273

57,770

$274,043
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AGENCY FUNDS

Advance Deposit Fund -
The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, is used to account for
advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have

Registry of Courxt Fund -

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, is used to account for funds
which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation.
Withdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the court.

Elcction Qualifying Fund -
The Elcction Qualifying Fund is used to account for funds collected from individuals qualifying to run for

political office and remitted to the appropriate governmental bodies or political committees.
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ASSETS

Cash
Interest-bearing deposits

Total assels

LIABILITIES

Duc to litigants and others
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
[.afayette, L.ouisiana

Agency Funds

Combining Balance Shect
June 30, 2000
With Comparative Totals for June 30, 1999

Advance Registry Election

[Deposit of Court Qualifying
A - h 3,483 $288

2,963,559 3,029,611 -
$2,963,559 $3,033,094 $288
$2,963,559 $3,033,094 $ 288

Totals
2000 ) | 999
3 3.771 b 3,724
5,9‘.}‘_3,‘.7511 3,759,991
$5,9?_6,94_1_ 85,763,715
$S,996,94_]_ $5,763,715




LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT

Lafayette, L.ouisiana
Agency Funds

Combining Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities

Year Ended June 30, 2000

With Comparative Totals For Year Ended June 30, 1999

ASSETS

Balances, beginning of year

Additions:
Suits and successions
Deposits per court order
Interest earned for General Fund
Qualifying fres

Total additions

Total

Reductions:
Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund)

Refunds to litigants

Other

Interest earned (transferred to General Fund)
[Lafayette Parish Sheriff fees

Other Shenifl fees

Disbursements by court order

Total reductions
Balances, end of year
LIABILITIES
Due to litigants and others, beginning of year

Additions

Reductions

Due to litigants and others, end of year

Advance
Deposit

$2,813,742

4,068,226

42,374

4,110,600

BH—r= " S TR . U N L

6,924,342

2,042,665
876,500
509,638

42,374
363,323
125,783

3,960,783

$2,963,559

$2,813,742
4,110,600

3,960,783

- e o ———— — L Ly

$2,963,559
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Registry Election
of Court Qualifying
$2,949,734 239
5,715,210 .
- 49
- 25,335
5,715,210' 25,:334.
8,664,944 25,623
- 25,335
5,631,850 -
5,631,850 25,335
$3,033,094 288
$2,949,734 239
5,715,210 25,384
5,631,850 23,335
$3,033,094 288

Totals

2000 1999
$5,763,715 $4,385,382
4 068,226 3,860,108
5,715,210 4,486,153
42.423 34,827
25335 16,952
%ﬁﬁ_l_,LM 8,398.037
l5_3614,909 12,783,419
2,042 665 1,948,592
876,500 773,570
534,973 531,632
42.374 34,815
363 823 341,192
125,783 125,677
:i_,63 1,850 3,264,226
_::},6 V7 ,%E 7.019,704
$f£996,94_1_ $5,763,715
$5,763.715 $4,385,382
4.851,194 $.398 037
9,_6 17,968 7.010.704
$5,996,941 $5,763,715
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COMPLIANCE

AND

INTERNAL CONTROL
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KOLDER, CHAMPAGNE, S.LAVEN & RAINEY, LL.C

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

P.O Box 82329
Lafayette, LA 70598

Phone {337) 232-4141
Fax (337) 232-8660

WEB SITE"
VWY KCSREPAS COM
MEMBER OF

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCQOUINTANTS

SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAMTS

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER
FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITI]
GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

The Honorable Louis J. Perrct
Lafayctie Parish Clerk of Court
[.afayette, |L.ouistana

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Lafavette Parish Clerk of Court, a
component unit of the Lafayette Parish Government, as of and for the year ended Junc 30, 2000, and have
1ssued our report thereon dated September 15, 2000, We conducted our audit in accordance with generally
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government
Auditing Standards. 1ssued by the Comptroller General of the United States.

Compliance

As part of obtaining rcasonable assurance about whether the Latayette Parish Clerk of Court's general
purpose financial statements are trec of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct
and matcrial effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. FHowever, providing an opinion on
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such
an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported
under Government Auditing Standards.

Internal Control] Over Financial Reporting

in planning and performing our audit, we considered the Lafayettc Parish Clerk of Court’s internal
control over {inancial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing
our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control
over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material
weaknesses. A malerial weakness 1s a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the
internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts
that would be material 1n relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not
be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions.
We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider
to be material weaknesses. However, we noted one matter involving internal control over financial reporting,
which we have reported 1o management of the Lafayctte Parish Clerk of Court in a separate letter dated
September 15, 2000.

3 Rove Beaoregard 113 Last Bridge Stread 133 East Waddi! | 234 David Drive, Suite 105 408 W Cotton Strect 13T W Rixth Avenue 2K Suuth Main Strect
[afavere, 1A TOS0Y Breany Brdge, LA Y0517 Marksvifle, LA 71315] MMatgan City, LA F0380 Ville 'latte, 1.4 703580 Oberlin, [LA 70655 Abbevitle 1A 70511
Phoaie 1337 232-414) Phone ¢337) 3324020 Phone {318) 253-9742 Phone (304) 38-1-2020 Phone (337) 3632702 Phone (3373 0394737 Fhone (337) 893.79-4
Fav(337) 2328060 Fax (337) 31020807 Fax (318) 253-8681 Fax (304) 384.3020 Fax {337) 363-3049 Fat (337) 639.1568 Fax (337) 8937016
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This report i1s imtended solely for the information and use of management of the Lafayette Parish
Clerk of Court and 1s not intended and should not be used by anyone other than this specified party.

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC

Certified Public Accountants

lLafayctie, Louisiana
September 15, 2000
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OTHER SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
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LAFAYETTE PARISH CLERK OF COURT
Lafayette, Louisiana

Combined Schedule of Interest-Bearing Deposits - All Funds

General Fund -
Certificate of deposit
Certificate of deposit
Certificate of deposit
Certificate of deposit
Certificate of deposit
Interest-bearing deposits
Interest-bearing deposits

Total General Fund

Group Self-Insurance Fund -
Interest-bearing deposits

Advance Deposit Fund -
Certificate of deposit
Certificate of deposit
Certificate of deposit
Certificate of deposit
Interest-bearing deposits

Total Advance Deposit Fund

Registry of the Court Fund -
Interest-bearing deposits
Interest-bearing deposits

Total Registry of the Court Fund

Total - all funds

Financia) Institntion: {B) Bank One
{t1) Hibernia
{M) Mid-South

Tune 30, 2000

Financial Interest

Instifution Rate Term
B 5.80% 180 days
B 6.10% 180 days
1 6.55% 1 year
M 6.00% | yeart
B 598% 180 days
B vanable N/A
B variable N/A
B 5.83% 180 days
B 5.89% 180 days
M 6.65% ] year
H 6.55% | year
B variable N/A
B variable N/A
B variable N/A

Maturity

. Date Amount
§/28/00 $ 100,000
11/17/00 100,000
5/12/01 100,000
1/27/01 500,000
12/3/00 006,894
N/A 270,456
N/A 324,287
2,391,637
414,055
9/22/00 500,000
9/29/00 500,000
6/22/01 500,000
5/12/01 500,000
N/A 963,559
2,963,559
N/A 3,028,097
N/A B 1,514
3,029,611
$ 8,798,862
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The Honorable Louis J. Perret
Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court
Lafayctte, L.ouisiana

During our audit of the financial statements of the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court, Lafayette,
Iouisiana for the year ended June 30, 2000, we noted certain areas in which improvements in the accounting
system and financial practices of the Clerk of Court may be desirable. These improvements, if implemented,
should improve the efficiency and eficctiveness of operations and provide better control and protection over
the assets of the Clerk of Court. This item was included 1n our management letter dated September 8,1999
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1999, but is mentioned again for re-emphasis. Therefore, the following
improvements is recommended:

All fees received to date from the State of Louisiana for the non-support department
should be disbursed immediately to the proper parties. Also, fees should be disbursed
timely as received by the state,

We would like to express our appreciation to you and your office staff for the courtesies and

assistance rendered to us during the performance of our audit. Should you have any questions or need
assistance, plcasc feel free to contact us.

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC
Certified Public Accountants

Lafaycite, Louisiana
September 15, 2000
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